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Information Notice
As the faithful community of St Andrew’s we continue to do everything
we can to uphold one another through these days of worry and
uncertainty. Our Elders and Pastoral Team are doing sterling work to
ensure that no one feels cut off or alone. We will strive to care for one
another wherever possible without physical contact, via telephone,
email or social media. However, please do not hesitate to get in touch
in the meantime if you have any concerns.

If you would like prayer for yourself, your family or your work situation,
or would appreciate a conversation, please feel free
to call Rev Tim Lowe on 0113 269 7002, or email
loweandbehold@btopenworld.com. Alternatively, you might like to
contact your elder.

If you have practical needs concerning room bookings or use of
St Andrew's building please text or call Freya on 0758 4269535 or
email bookings@standrews.cc

Wearevery conscious that not everybody isable toaccess the internet,
so please do pass on any information you can by telephoning those
who cannot receive news electronically.

The Pastoral Care Team is continuing to develop a ChatWheel so that
everyone will be contacted by telephone from time to time and hears a
friendly voice.

If you have any pastoral concerns please contact Tim Lowe:
loweandbehold@btopenworld.com or telephone 0113 269 7002
or
contact the Pastoral Care Team via Karen Lamb:
karenlamb154@gmail.com or telephone 0113 268 1273

For any practical matters email: admin@standrews.cc or
churchsecretary@standrews.cc or phone Sheila Telfer on
0113 266 7531

mailto:loweandbehold@btopenworld.com
mailto:bookings@standrews.cc
mailto:loweandbehold@btopenworld.com
mailto:karenlamb154@gmail.com
mailto:admin@standrews.cc
mailto:churchsecretary@standrews.cc
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The spirit of the age
What is the spirit of the age? Or, to put it another way, what do you feel
is the overwhelming spirit of the people or community around you at this
time?

In many ways we might be seeing the best of people in terms of
neighbourliness, exhibited in the spirit of caring communitieswherewe live.
Despite social distancing, many are communicating with and caring for
those around them in ways they might never have done before. Last
month’s 75th anniversary celebrations for VE Day included much
reminiscingabout ‘wartimespirit’, but alsoprompted reflectionson the spirit
of people in theUK in this current age, battling theCoronavirus situationwe
find ourselves in, as well as being hopeful that an end will come.

Throughout John’s gospel, from the end of chapter 13.34 through to 15.17,
we hear Jesus’ teaching about loving him and loving one another. Jesus
promises his disciples that he will ask God to give them a ‘helper’ or
‘comforter’ who will be with them once he himself has physically left them.
This Spirit of God will live (abide) beside them and inside them. This is the
Spirit that will create a spirit within each person to carry them through the
scary trials and challenges of the times that lay ahead of them. This is the
Holy Spirit whose coming we celebrate at Pentecost.
Jesus was beginning to excite the unwitting disciples by teasing them with
clues about the gift he is going to leave them, a farewell present for when
he is gone. The promised gift of the Spirit, when it arrives, will give them all
they need to model the love of Jesus for others.

How can wemodel the love of Jesus for others today?Whether this gift, for
us when we unwrap it, bursts out with joy like a toy jack-in-the-box* or
comforts like a soothing luxurious skin balm* (insert your own appropriate
gift analogies here!) it will be whatever God needs it to be for us to be
enabled to lovingly care for others in this present moment.
This Spirit is the one who Jesus promises will always be alongside us and
withinus– theonewhowill neverdesert us inourhourof need.For somany,
this is that hour! Graciously receive, then, the Spirit of this age…

Receive. Give. Love.
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a personal prayer of gratitude:

Thank you, Lord, for the…
Sorry, Lord, this feels a bit like when my mother used to make me write
thank-you letters to relatives at Christmas and birthdays, when I wasn’t

really sure what I was thankful for.
It’s not that your gift looks like one of those jumpers that Aunty Ruth
knitted for me with a head hole I can’t fit my head through, one arm
twice as long as the other and a picture of a tiger on the front!

And it’s not that your gift is like one of those unidentifiable but really
useful gadgets from Uncle Bob, where the instruction book would take

me three weeks solid reading to plough through.
On the contrary – your gift almost seems too simple:

Helper; Advocate; Intercessor; Counsellor; Intermediary; Comforter;
Spirit of Truth.

Thank you for your gift. It’s just that…
I’m not sure what to do with it!

You said:
“You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.”

Maybe that is the answer.
Alongside me.
Within me.

I need to let things simply be;
not overthink things;

and trust that, when the time is right,
your Spirit will show me the way

to love and care and be alongside others
in their hour of need.

You said: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
I promise,
I will.

By the love of the oneness of the Father, the Son and the Spirit.
I promise I will accept your gift

and live out your love.
Thank you.
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Pastoral News as of 20th May 2020

Congratulations to:
Lois Manning whose third grandchild, a girl, Maëlys Sotirova Manning
(pronounced “my lees”) was born to her son, Derek Manning and Niki
Sotirova on Tuesday 12th May

Unwell at home:
Lorraine Mehrotra’s brother and niece in Sri Lanka.
Anne Hardiman’s daughter-in-law Louise

We think of those recovering from coronavirus symptoms:
Mercy and Subi Mwakasungura,
Celly Rowe,
Diana and Sandy Sutherland's son Iain and his wife Chris,
and Kathryn, David Blackburn’s daughter

And we continue to think of:
all people in care homes, especially Rita Hayes, Elma Lisle,
Marlene Park, Frank Stirk and Jean Walker

Sadly missed:
Margaret Geddes Gray, mother of John Gray, aged 94. We remember
John and Fiona and the family at this time
The uncle of Richard Whiting, who died aged 100. We think of Richard,
Betsey and all the family
Alan Wray, father of Denise Scott, aged 86. Alan always enjoyed the
welcome he received when he joined worship at St Andrew’s. We
remember Denise, Gary, Nirvana and all the family

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may

overflow in hope by the power of the holy spirit.
Romans 15.13
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Prayer for Change
printed simultaneously in the magazines of

Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

A PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Gracious God

there are times in our lives when we feel up against it,
and when everything seems to conspire against us.

We look at problems confronting us,
and we feel small and helpless,

powerless to do anything about them.
Yet you are a God who, time and again,

has used those who seem insignificant in this world
to achieve great things;

a God who has overcome the strong through the weak
and who is able to accomplish within us

far more than we can ask or even imagine.
Help us, then, when we are faced with obstacles

that seem insurmountable,
to put our trust in you.

Amen
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Youth and Children's Worship
During lockdown St Andrew’s has been working on delivering online
worship for the congregation and now we’re looking at how we provide
online youth and children’s worship and activities.

For information about Little Wrigglers activities please contact Rosie
Blackmore, Sarah Dal Pozzo, Jillian Ball or any other member of the Little
Wrigglers Leadership Team.

For our WoRM children, there will be a short bible story and activity
premiered on YouTube and through Facebook at 9am on Sunday
mornings.

I would be delighted to hear from anybodywhether a regularWoRM leader
or shepherd, or not, if they would be prepared to offer something which
could be utilised for any Sunday for our WoRM age children.

If you would be prepared to prepare the material but are nervous about
filming it, sowas I!! Until thisweek I have never doneany children’sworship
leadingonSundays,despitebeingabrownieandaguide leaderall this tine,
so I do feel a little out of my depth as well. The Roots material is also
available to us.

There is a small group of elders looking at how we can continue to worship
digitally especially during lockdown and I hope that we, working with their
leadership base, will be able to start preparing something for our young
people in the next few weeks also.

Jane Murray

Front cover photograph taken by Beverley Gilbert in
Roundhay Park

Rear cover photograph taken by Claire Westgarth
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In response to the appearance of the 75th Anniversary booklet online

ALWAYS CHECK THE ORIGINAL RECORD!
Always check the original record! That caveat will be familiar to all would-
begenealogistsand it is a salutarywarning.Ever since I began researching
the history of St Andrew’s Roundhay in the run-up to the Centenary I have
been puzzled by the fact that the church appears to have celebrated its
various anniversaries in the wrong year! How could that have happened?
While I had long ago discovered the correct date, I did not have the
opportunity to trace the mistake right back through the church archives.
Until now......

The national yearbooks of the Congregational Church of England and
Wales, and before that the Congregational Union of England and Wales,
record the year each church fellowship was constituted, not the year the
building was begun. They record that the year of the constitution of
RoundhayCongregationalChurchasaworshipping communitywas1902.
However, in theUnitedReformedChurch yearbooks the datemysteriously
becomes 1901!

Working back from the 75th anniversary, which was celebrated in 1976, I
began with Mary Herbert’s notes for the booklet which she and Ernest
Rhodes compiled after trawling through the church archives, an amazing
exercise whichmust have takenmonths. Her notes on the dates are clear,
but are ‘corrected’ in the published text. Why was it changed? When had
the 50th anniversary been celebrated?

In the late 1940s the church was slowly recovering from the effects of the
war and hadmany problems to deal with so it was a boost tomorale to have
the opportunity to celebrate. The first mention I can find is in the minutes
of theDeacons’Meeting of 15December 1948when they express thewish
to invite outstanding ministers to preach at the Jubilee in 1952.

There must have been some uncertainty about the date as in March 1949
the Church Secretary, Reg Collinswood, reported that he had looked at
theChurchMagazine for 1907 and could confirm that the date given there
was 16 November 1901, so the Jubilee should be celebrated in 1951.
However, the entry to which he was referring does not actually give a
specific date for the formation of the church.
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In October 1907 the church was preparing for the laying of the foundation
stone of the main sanctuary and there is a brief historical summary in the
October 1907 magazine, which includes the words, ‘In 1900 the Leeds
Congregational Council purchased a site and promised £500 towards a
building. The Foundation Stone of our School Church was laid by Mr T. H.
Dodgshun, on November 16th, 1901. The first members, numbering
twenty-nine, were enrolled at a united service at Queen Street.’ Mr
Collinswood appears to assume that the date 16 November 1901 applied
to both the laying of the founding stone and the constitution of the church
fellowship. This is the point of no return!

The first record we have is the log book begun by John Pearce, which
records the early history of the nonconformists who had come to live in the
Lidgett Park area. It is this which is being quoted in the 1907 magazine.
However, when someone unidentified came to write the Jubilee booklet,
they includedanactual (incorrect) date.Thebooklet says, ‘TheChurchwas
constituted with 29 members on 5 February 1901 at Queen Street.’ What
was the origin of this confusing statement?

When I was pondering this conundrum in early 1996 I decided that the best
way forwardwas to lookat the records forQueenStreetChapel.Our church
at West Park is the continuation of Queen Street, so it was their Church
Meeting records Ineeded.There itwas,at last!Severalmentionsaremade,
but one will suffice. At the Queen Street Deacons’ Meeting on
29 January 1902 ‘It was mentioned that The Formation of the new church
thatwould in thenear future commenceworkandmeet in thepremisesnow
being erected at Roundhay would take place on Wednesday Feb 5th at
Queen Street. In the evening the Rev Professor Armitage of the United
College, and Chairman of the Yorkshire Union, was expected to preach,
and all the Leeds Churches would unite to commemorate the Lord’s
Supper.’

So how did 1902 in the original Queen Street minutes become 1901 in the
Jubilee booklet? It looks as though it was a mistake by the writer of the
Jubilee booklet who had looked up the actual date for the constitution but
recorded the wrong year. The obvious record at his disposal was our
original Logbook. The opening is a statement, quoted many times since,
which begins, ‘In about 1898 several members of City Congregational
churches came to reside in the new district of Lidgett Park...’
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We now have an interactive Forum
on our website (www.standrews.cc)

This can be accessed from the Home Menu. Please
take a look and, if possible, register and join in the

conversations. If you have any problems in
registering please let us know by emailing

mark.granty@gmail.com

The next paragraph is in a different handwriting and begins:

‘The memorial stone of the Church Hall was laid on Nov 16th 1901 byMr
Thos Hy Dodgshun, President of the Leeds Congregational Council.

The Hall was opened on June 11th 1902, the preacher being the Rev C.
Silvester Horne of London.

In themeantime theChurch had been constituted on Feb 5th 1902 at
a service held in Queen Street Cong, Church there being then a
membership of 29.’

Following this account the recordsof ourChurch andDeacons’Meetings
begins.The first entry for 1902 records the Constitution of the Church at
a service at Queen Street when 29 members were enrolled.

So there it is. Always check the original record and make sure you
transcribe it correctly! We fudged the issue slightly at the Centenary by
celebrating for the entire year from November 2001 onwards!

Maybe now is the time to put the record straight. We could beginwith the
URC Year Book.

Gillian Figures 2020

http://www.standrews.cc/
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St. Andrew’s has been lit up for the following
special people during the last few months

23rd March Vivien Hughes in loving memory of her parents,
Betty & Albert Clough on their wedding anniversary

28th March Earth Hour 2020 the night when St. Andrew’s lights
don’t shine as we support other decision makers and
leaders around the globe. Decision making together,
on the vital environmental climate action, nature, and
sustainable development. Decisions that will directly
affect the fate of humanity and our planet for years to
come

14th May Margaret Squires, in loving memory of her husband
Alan on his birthday

29thMay EllenPeel in very lovingmemoryof herhusbandDenis,
on the day which would have been their 75th Wedding
Anniversary

30th May Claire, John, Holly & Megan Westgarth with love and
in celebration of the special birthday of Jean Walker

Views expressed by groups and individuals in this magazine are
personal and do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the United
Reformed Church, St Andrew’s Roundhay United Reformed Church,

or any member of the editorial team.
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Light of the World
May Your light shine on those who have lit the Church

for special people in their lives.
Light of the World

May Your light shine on those who make the vital decisions to
sustain the world You gave us.

Light of the World
May Your light shine on Jean celebrating a very special

birthday.
Light of the World

May Your light shine with gentleness on the people loved so
much in life and with comfort on those who treasure memories.

Light of the World
In these uncertain days please let Your light shine in us and

through everyone of us even in our isolation.
We give thanks for Your light shining in healing, comfort, caring

and kindness through so very many key workers.
Light of the World

Let us always remember we are part of Your World Family
and Your light will always shine,

guiding us through the darkness to a new light.

Amen

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of
St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for contributions to the
July magazine is 12 June please. Articles may be typed, hand-
written or emailed to Claire Westgarth claire2207@icloud.com

Please note there is no magazine in August



St Andrew's Roundhay June 2020

14

FAMILY ZOOMING

Who ever would have thought we could
talk to three generations at the same time

without having to organise a party! This has proved to be possible with
weekly Zoom sessions and each time has been very special and at
timeshilarious. It hasmadeahugedifferenceaswehavenot seeneach
other since the middle of March. Normally we can see some of the
family regularly at church and we often speak on the telephone. What
makes Zoom special is that we can see each other all together and on
VE Day we all drank the toast together.

Gaining in confidence with Zoom, plans are afoot to link up with Neil’s
oldest friend in Canada, his Scout Leader in the south of England and
another Scout in Wales, all together for the first time in sixty-five years.

Carol and Neil Parfitt

Lisa Large all set for
Communion

Some happy/sad news about Phoebe the
Pheasant: after 40 days of convalescing &
growing stronger in Sarah Clarke’s garden,
Phoebe was finally strong enough to fly away to
pastures new. We’re so happy that she was well
enough to leaveus, butwe’dgrownveryattached
to her and we’re really missing her. Perhaps it’s
time for a pet to join the family?
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I was given the jigsaw Churches of the Holy
Land as a Christmas present.

Easterweekendseemedawholly appropriate
moment in which to construct it.

The churches represented are in both
Jerusalem and Galilee and I and my parents
and other members of St Andrew’s have
been in most of them during the four

pilgrimages to the Holy Land over the period of 20 years from 1993 to
2013.

The churches are
Top left: the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Western tradition) or Church
of the Resurrection (eastern orthodox tradition) the site of Calvary and
Jesus burial and resurrection.
Middle left: the beautiful Italianate Church of the Beatitudes overlooking
the Sea of Galilee.
Lower left: The Church of the Transfiguration on Mount Tabor.
Top centre: the Church of the Annunciation in Lower Galilee.
LowerCentre:Church of theMultiplication or themiracle of the loaves and
fisheswith the stunningByzantinemosaic of the loaves and fishes set into
the floor by the alter.
Top right: the Church of St Nicholas near Bethlehem.
Centre right: the Church of All Nations at the foot of the Mount of Olives
in Jerusalem with its stunning front.
Bottom right: the lovely little church of St Peter and the Primacy of Peter
on the shore of Lake Galilee.

In constructing the jigsaw, watching the pictures emerge under my hands
brought back so many memories of pilgrimage, of Communion by the
lakeside, the hustle and bustle of
Jerusalem, just as it would have
been in Jesus own lifetime, of time
spentwith the people of St Andrew's
church and those from other
churches who joined us, a truly
special way to celebrate Easter

Helen Hartley

Carol Parfitt's ‘First painting lesson
from Emily’
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Emilia and Finlay
Lambert on their third
Birthday

I celebrated my birthday on 8 May which also
happened to be V.E. Day.
It brought back happy memories of my tenth
birthday which was celebrated at a street party
in Longroyd Street Leeds 11 where I was
allowed to be Queen for the day.
This year I awoke to a beautiful sunny morning,
lots of cards, emails, ecards, phone calls from
family andmany dear friends. A wonderful day
despite being restricted in so many ways.

Brenda Casey

I feel we are now experts in lockdown birthdays having
had 4 in this house in just over 4 weeks. We started with
Freddie on 16th April, then mine, Eleanor's on 2nd May
and my Mum's on 17th May. We have really missed
seeing loved ones but it has taught us that perhaps
birthday celebrations can be just as nice if not betterwhen

they are low key, simplistic and with no
expectations.

Eleanor would really like to thank her special friends at
St Andrew's for her extremely thoughtful messages,
videos and songs she received for her birthday, it really
made her smile and feel special.

Catherine Shaw
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My overwhelming feeling was of isolation
and feeling sorry for myself for most of the
day. I then decided to go out and have a
walk at the Saint Aidan’s RSPB Reserve.
When I got back, a friend visited and
brought an unexpected gift. We had a nice
chat on the drive and it really cheered me
up.
For Jonathan it was an
overtime shift in PPE so
he wasn’t on his own on
his 30th birthday.

Jane Murray

Have you had a birthday
during Lockdown or have
onecomingup?Letusknow
and we can celebrate with
you in the July magazine.

I spent a great lockdown birthday
gardening, replanting my tin bath and
also refreshing planters and wall
baskets.During theday I also had lots
of family and friends call to see me
(social distancingwas alway adhered
to). Katie made me a wonderful
birthday cake from my Dietetic cook
book and it was, and still is delightful.
For teaaswecould not goout,wehad
my favourite Chinese takeaway. My
birthday was very different from
normal, but I have to say it was really
chilled and very enjoyable.
P.S. The flowers that arrived have
now woken up and are looking
beautifu!

Beverley Gilbert
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USEFUL INFORMATION

EXPLORER SCOUTS, SCOUTS, CUBS, BEAVERS 
        Stephen Welburn 266 4677

GUIDES, BROWNIES, RAINBOWS 
          Jane Murray (Guide Leader) 212 0279

CHILDREN AND FAMILY WORKER 
          Beverley Gilbert 07584 137698

TODDLERS GROUP 
          Sheila Hartley 293 3738

BADMINTON and TABLE TENNIS 
          Jill Marston 293 8343

BRIDGE CLUB 
          Max Dudley 237 0389

RoCo  
         Brenda Porter 266  4164

ROOM BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 
       bookings@standrews.cc 07584 269535

INDOOR BOWLS 
          Margaret Squires 266 2537

STUDENT CONTACT 
          Jean Walker 266 4831

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
         Elaine Weston 266 2183

ASSISTANT SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
         Eileen Belverstone 266  4814

May/June 2020 

 

Moving Stories 
Israel and  

the occupied Palestinian territories 

 

Commitment for Life is the Global Justice Programme of the United Reformed Church in the UK 
kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 | suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638 

www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/comm4life | Twitter: @Comm4Life1 

Medical Trauma in Gaza 

Quarantine affects us all, but the 
movement of people and goods into Gaza 
have been severely restricted for over a 
decade.  

Three-year old Jana from Jabalia has 
cancer. Due to the size of her tumour, Jana 
needs radiotherapy treatment that isn’t 
available in Gaza. Doctors lack the 
medication and necessary equipment to 
treat the children of Gaza. Every single case 
of cancer children or adults requires the 
referral outside the Gaza Strip.  

Obtaining travel permits for medical 
therapy in Jerusalem is a bureaucratic 
ordeal. The situation is further complicated 
when the patient is a child in need for 
parental physical emotional support as 
parents are often denied permission to 
travel.  

In solidarity with Christian Aid partner The 
Lutheran World Federation, we call on 
Israel, as the occupying power and duty 
bearer under International Law, to  

• respect the  rights of the child and their 
right to health 

• ensure that all children diagnosed with 
cancer from the Gaza Strip should 
immediately be treated without delay 

• once diagnosed with cancer the child 
must be given a permit for an initial 
period of one year for active treatment 
and appropriate follow up without the 
child having to go through the same 
permit process every time, and risk 

missing appointments in hospitals 
• allow children referred for medical 

treatment outside Gaza should be 
accompanied by at least one parent. 

We ask all Commitment for Life supporters 
to pray for these concerns, particularly on 
the 24th of each month. Further information 
on these prayers can be found here: 
http://actpalestineforum.org 

 

 

Prayer 
 
Loving God, though we may be separated in 
body, we are one in spirit; set apart, but drawn 
together to magnify your name. 
 
Thank you for your grace in Jesus, helping us to 
live in the fullness of life that you desire for all. 
 
May your will be done on earth as in heaven, 
helping us to turn from fear; forgive all debt, and 
set the prisoner free.  
 
In the light of Christ’s name, we pray. AMEN 
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ST ANDREW’S ROUNDHAY
United Reformed Church, Shaftesbury Avenue, Leeds LS8 1DS

www.standrews.cc

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Sunday 10.30am Family Worship and Junior Church with
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday in the month

9.30am Holy Communion on 3rd Sunday in the month
A Crèche is available every Sunday throughout
Family Worship for children aged 0-3 years

5.30-7.30pm Youth Club 8-12 + yrs
6.00pm Evening Service (2nd Sunday)

Monday 9.45am Badminton
6.15pm Rainbows (12th Roundhay)
7.30pm Guides (4th Roundhay)
7.30pm RoCo

Tuesday 10.00am Toddlers Group
5.00pm Rainbows (4th Roundhay)
6.00pm Beaver Scouts (11th North Leeds)
6.15pm Brownies (4th Roundhay)
7.15pm Cub Scouts (11th North Leeds)
7.00pm Prayer Time
7.30pm Guides (6th Roundhay) & Rangers (2nd Roundhay)
7.45pm Bible Study & Discussion Group (alternate weeks)

Wednesday 10.00am Toddlers Group
12.30pm Drop in Lunch Club (2nd week of the month)
1.30pm Table Tennis
2.00pm Singing for Pleasure (2nd & 4th weeks of the month)
5.00pm Rainbows (6th Roundhay)
7.30pm Church Meeting (as arranged)
8.00pm Stage Crew

Thursday 9.15am Time with God
10.00am Twins & Multiples (1st & 3rd weeks of the month)
1.15pm Indoor Bowls (October to April)
5.00pm Rainbows(1st Roundhay)
6.15pm Brownies (6th Roundhay)
7.30pm Explorer Scouts Unit (St Andrew's)
7.30 pm Badminton
7.30pm RoCo

Friday 10.00am Toddlers Group
1.15pm Bridge Club
6.30pm Choir Practice
7.15pm Scouts (11th North Leeds)

Saturday 3.30pm Messy Church (2nd week of the month)


