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Information Notice
As the faithful community of St Andrew’s we continue to do everything we
can to uphold one another through these difficult days. Our Elders and
Pastoral Team continue to do sterling work to ensure that no one feels cut
off or alone. We are striving to care for one another wherever possible
without physical contact, via telephone, email or social media. However,
please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any concerns or need
practical help.
If you would like prayer for yourself, your family or your work situation, or
would appreciate a conversation, please feel free to call Rev Tim Lowe on
0113 269 7002, or email loweandbehold@btopenworld.com. Alternatively,
you might like to contact your elder.
Requests are starting to come in from groups wishing to resume their
activities and this poses a number of logistical problems as some of our
previously used rooms are now unsuitable for use because of their size. If
you have any queries about room bookings please text or call Freya on
0758 4269535 or email bookings@standrews.cc, but please be patient as
we have to look at the big picture and the new requirements to be Covid
safe means we will have to build in time for cleaning between groups and,
in some cases, reallocate rooms. Your willingness to be as flexible as
possible will be appreciated as we work through the minefield of
regulations and requirements.
We remain very conscious that not everybody is able to access the internet,
so please do pass on any information you can by telephoning those who
cannot receive news electronically.
If you have any pastoral concerns please contact Tim Lowe:
loweandbehold@btopenworld.com or telephone 0113 269 7002 or contact
the Pastoral Care Team via Karen Lamb: pastoral@standrews.cc or
telephone 0113 268 1273
For any practical matters email: admin@standrews.cc or
churchsecretary@standrews.cc or phone Sheila Telfer on 0113 266 7531
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The art of seeing autumn
I was cheered and inspired by an article in The Times recently, where local
artist David Hockney spoke to Rachel Campbell-Johnston about his
experiences of lockdown. David Hockney happens to be one of my
favourite artists, and Salts Mill, where there are spaces dedicated to
displaying a lot of his work, is one of my favourite places to visit! In an
interview Hockney said, “Lockdown was good for me.” Holed up in his
farmhouse in Normandy, with no visitors to distract him, the artist was able
to devote himself entirely to his work. He has drawn fires in his grate, pears
ripening in the orchards, and even droplets of rain on his windows. He
says, “I don’t think a day has gone by when I haven’t drawn.” He believes
drawing is of fundamental importance. “The teaching of drawing is the
teaching of looking,” he explains. “That’s the importance of art. To
remind us to look and to see. Even if you are stuck inside with only a tree
outside your window, you can see the leaves happen, you can see the tree
grow and change. I mean lots of people noticed spring this year and they
hadn’t looked at it before. They had been too busy to notice. But, when
they looked at it, they enjoyed it." If art has a purpose, he says, then this
is surely it. “Most people don’t really look, they scan the ground in front
of them so they can see to walk. But it’s possible to teach people to look.
Really look. And it’s a really beautiful world if you really look at it.”
I would love to say that I’ve used the past 7 months to really look, as well
as to do some drawing. But I can’t and I haven’t! Even though I’ve got a
tree right outside my window! I’ve allowed myself to be too busy to look
and to see it much! I didn’t even feel like doing anything over the week
when when I was supposed to be on study leave, because I have been
stuck at home with Coronavirus, feeling rough instead! As a family, we’ve
had nearly 4 weeks stuck inside, mostly in poor health due to Coronavirus,
but we also feel we’ve missed ‘seeing’ and feeling autumn. I have taken
a few moments, though, to sit and look and see the leaves changing
colour and falling from the trees. But I’ve missed walking through fallen
leaves and seeing the colours change in the park! I know I need to take
David’s words to heart to look and to see, that I may appreciate and love
the living works of art, painted by our Creator, changing all around us!
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In the Gospel of Matthew 22.34-40 we are reminded by Jesus to see God
all around us. Those commands to ‘love the Lord your God’ and to ‘love
your neighbour as yourself’ are central to the old laws of the Jewish faith.
Jesus offers a summary of the whole of his faith’s many laws in these two
simple commands.
Really loving God (being the person God wants you to be) with all your
soul and heart and mind, is not a passive calm activity! It takes guts! To
look and see and to live and to love the world as God does. The same goes
for loving your neighbour! I’m reminded of that controversial CPO poster
campaign from 20 years ago, which portrayed an image of Jesus based
on the popular red and black print of Che Guevara, accompanied by the
words: “Meek and mild? As if!” That steely strength needs to be added
to the gentleness to begin to grasp a fuller picture of Jesus!
Based on these two greatest commandments, what is our religion all
about? From the outside it is easy to see how observance of any faith as
being all about meekly obeying rules and rituals! But in reality, for those
who’ve grasped both the caring gentleness and the challenging fiery
passion of faith, it is truly about relationship. The Pharisees ask Jesus what
is at the heart of their religion, and his answer is clear and unmistakable.
It is about living in loving relationship with God and your fellow humans.
You might wonder why it is still necessary for us to ask such an obvious
question, or how Jesus’ answer can be more clearly conveyed to the
world? Perhaps, then, the simple answer is: by the way we live out our
relationships!
These commandments call us to look at the world we are living in, and to
really see it, and to love it. As David Hockney says, “Most people don’t
really look, they scan the ground in front of them so they can see to walk.
But it’s possible to teach people to look. Really look. And it’s a really
beautiful world if you really look at it.” This is ‘The Art of Seeing’ – to notice
the world we live in, to love it and love its inhabitants, and, thereby, in
doing so, to love God! And Jesus simply asks us to do that with our whole
being!
Discover the art of seeing with all your soul and heart and mind!
May God bless you,
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Prayer for Change
printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

I come to you chastened: saddened by all the
thoughts of what could have been. Burdened by the
times I have failed to move forward your will. Your
will for me, my church, my community, the world. So
often I have asked for your help on the issues that
worry me. Those that affect the people I hold dear,
or the issues I care about. I know that I don’t listen
to you. I don’t give time to discern The actions you
wish me to take in moving forward your mission.
And yet, Lord, you don’t wait for my slow
understanding. You can’t! If I take time to really
open my eyes, your spirit is leading change all
around me. Your will will be done. Lord, open my
eyes, heart and understanding so that I will play the
small part you wish and equip me to achieve.
Amen
Front cover photograph taken by Claire Westgarth
and used with permission
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Pastoral News

as of 22nd October 2020

Our thoughts are with:
Rev Tim, Rachel, Jacob, Emma and Esther Lowe, who have all been
isolating following positive Covid-19 tests and are slowly recuperating
Ivy Miller who is home after a successful procedure
Alison Cruickshank who has had a planned operation and is now home to
rest and recover
Angela Ndow who required two operations following an accident whilst
horse riding
Lorraine Mehrotra’s husband who has broken a bone in his foot
Rev Nigel Wright, vicar of St Edmund's, who is recovering from a badly
broken collar bone

We continue to remember:
Russell Sweeney who is very unwell
Helen Cockerill who is at home with carers and family members
Lorraine Mehrotra’s niece Esther who is very ill in Sri Lanka
Anne Hardiman’s daughter-in-law Louise
Malcolm Coggon’s niece, Ruth

Best wishes to:
Megan Westgarth who has recovered from Covid-19.

I, the Lord your God,
hold your right hand;
it is I who say to you,
“Do not fear, I will help you”
Isaiah 41:13

7

St Andrew's Roundhay November 2020

Worship in November and December
It’s been a very difficult time over these past months and I know many of
you have been longing for the time when we could gather again in church
for worship. For several Sundays now a stalwart contingent have come to
church to watch the recorded service together and on Sunday
18th October we held our first “live” worship at an evening service. The
joy at being gathered together again was only dampened by the fact that
Tim was still isolating and was unable to lead the service as planned. He
was understandably sad and frustrated! And we missed you, Tim!
In order to live stream the service we need to upgrade some of our AV
facilities and have applied for a Synod Grant to fund this, but until we
receive an answer we cannot put this into practice. However, we are
planning to continue to record worship in advance and also offer a live
version of this each week in church starting on Sunday 15th November.
The previous Sunday (8th November) is Remembrance Sunday and we
are planning a short act of worship outside in the church grounds which
will also be streamed on Facebook live. A precise starting time will be
circulated soon. There will also be an evening service at 6pm in church
that day.
Despite the best efforts of the media to suggest that Christmas will be
cancelled this year we will be emphasising that Christmas happens every
year, regardless of pandemics, and the Worship Group is working hard
to come up with creative and imaginative ways to mark all the key dates.
It will be different! Some services will be held outdoors (so get knitting
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some cosy jumpers and socks!) and this will include a Messy Church/
Christingle with a difference on Saturday 13th December at 4pm and a
Crib service on Thursday 24th December at 4pm. These two services will
require advance booking. We also intend to hold a Festival service in
church on Sunday 20th December, Midnight Communion on
24th December and a Christmas Day service that will also be streamed
on Facebook Live. All will be carefully planned to maintain safe social
distancing and will follow all protocols to ensure the church remains Covid
safe. Your part is simply to follow the instructions to keep us all safe and
remember not to linger inside to chat after worship, however tempting
that might be.
More information about these services will be circulated in due course,
along with some other plans and suggestions on how to mark the Advent
and Christmas season in new and exciting ways.
Prepare the way of the Lord………

Sheila Telfer

We would like to thank everyone for their kind messages and lovely
cards of condolence that we received on the passing of my Mum
Margaret Gray. These were all shared with my sister and her family
as well as our own family.

John and Fiona Gray
My sincere apologies to John and his family for missing this item out of the
September and October Magazines.
Claire - Editor
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Quarantine Birthday with a difference!
So, I’m sure lots of people have had birthdays which have been different
from usual this year. Mine was certainly different: being in Quarantine
alone with Sheana for 14 days in Seoul, South Korea (no comments
please!) and not even allowed to go out into the house garden or see any
of our family, except via WhatsApp. Again, like many people this year, we
have been more thankful than ever for the technology which allows to
communicate with our friends and family.
I should say that we wanted to travel to Seoul in order to visit our family.
However, I am not sure we realised how strict and thorough the Korean
authorities would be. Many, many forms to complete at several
immigration desks that took over an hour and then travelling in a
special prebooked isolation taxi (marked VIP!) direct to quarantine at
Gordon's house.
The following day, again in a special taxi we went for
COVID tests (see photo of testing station) then submit
our temperatures on an phone App. Pretty smart, this
App, it was able to detect our location, so if we had
dared to venture out, it beeped and would have
questions about our whereabouts!
On my actual birthday, several days into the quarantine period, the family
came and stood at the gate, about 25 yards from the door and sang
Happy Birthday. Sheana and I stood inside the house at the open door
and waved to them. It was hard not to go and give the grandchildren hugs
but that was definitely NOT ALLOWED!
Fortunately, the tests were negative and thanks to some lovely warm
weather, the time passed and it was great to be able to welcome Gordon,
Kiae and the family back into their house for a belated
Birthday Celebration. Big hugs all round – the 14 day
wait was worth it!

Max Dudley
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Knitting in lockdown
I knitted this Lemur from an Alan
Dart pattern, during lockdown, for
Anne Lintott’s Charity “Global
Rehabilitation.Org", to help raise
much needed funds to train
Doctors and Physiotherapists to
work in Madagascar in the
rehabilitation of disabled patients,
a service that we take for granted
here in the UK.
The Lemur was the obvious choice
to make, as they are endemic to
Madagascar.
For further information, contact
Anne Lintott.

Pat Walkden
Have you been doing anything during
lockdown that you would like to tell us about?
Why not email me and I can include your
contribution in the December magazine.
claire2207@icloud.com

As we are in local lockdown I would
love to hear of your lockdown
Birthdays. Did you do something
completely different? A quiet day
with no fuss when you would normally
have had a party? Let's celebrate
together! Adults and children.
Email: claire2207@icloud.com
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In October I took part in the Carry The Burden
Challenge for Leeds Mind, with 14 of my family
and friends including Claire and Megan
Westgarth and Jane Murrray. The challenge was
to carry an object for a full 24 hours, to represent
the invisible burden which is carried every day by
people living with mental health difficulties.
People were imaginative with their choice of
objects, which ranged from a teddy, a brick and
a rucksack full of chocolates.
The challenge proved to be a lot harder than
expected. Our objects went everywhere with us,
work, shopping, dog walks, the hairdressing
salon-even our beds! But that was exactly what
the challenge was about. When you live with
mental illness, you can’t forget about it; it is a
constant presence and affects everything you do.
One in four of us will experience mental health
problems and Leeds Mind are there to help. They
provide services such as counselling, peer
support groups and group therapy. My team and
I are incredibly proud to have raised over £2000
to help Leeds Mind fund support for the people
of Leeds.

Sarah Clarke
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AN UPDATE FROM KOST
Homa Bay, is a small town beside Lake Victoria in
western Kenya. Here, the Kenyan Orphan
Sponsorship Trust (KOST) has been providing
practical care to orphans and the most vulnerable
children since 1995. This has been a very difficult year for our work due
to the pandemic. Thankfully, as a small, practical charity, we managed to
adapt quickly and effectively for the children we care for. We have
supported them and all our staff throughout these pandemic months.
In this part of Kenya, most people do not have savings to fall back on when
the unexpected happens. Many live hand to mouth or virtually, so life has
been turned upside down for everyone. In a July report from Kenya, we
heard ‘Many families have lost jobs, businesses or other livelihoods due
to the effects of Coronavirus.’ Restrictions on travel and access to food
supplies are causing major problems, as is the 7pm to dawn daily curfew.
Although infection rates and deaths are not as high as in Europe, they
continue to climb steadily. The measures put in place to contain the virus
are very necessary but continue to impact people’s lives enormously.
Essential work still continues at KOST Children’s Home although
strangely, without the children. They are with family members or
guardians, at homes spread across a very big area around Homa Bay.
Each child has different circumstances, each one cared for appropriate to
needs. All children and their families need food provision and other
essential items to keep them going. The staff are being paid their full
wages, including the watchman supplied by NASCO, and the rent is
being paid.
Our staff have been wonderful in responding to this crisis. Although there
are no children at KOST Children’s Home and all the schools are closed,
they have not been sitting around with nothing to do. It is a full on,
energetic operation to make sure food is sourced and brought in, then
apportioned and distributed equally for every child and family. Everyone
is contacted with the next set of instructions for distribution. Some older
children come from quite far to receive their monthly package, others
come with relatives or their guardians. If walking, they must make sure
they are there and back to meet the curfew rules. The food is the main
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component of the monthly package which is distributed out to KOST
children and their carers. Hygiene essentials and educational supplies
are also included.
This maintained contact with everyone is time-consuming but essential,
several of the staff are involved. Problems are resolved and there is much
gratitude and appreciation of the efforts made to provide basic
necessities. Some have been very emotional. Health problems are taken
note of and their outcomes. No-one has reported ill from the virus
thankfully.
The children have missed so much school and national exam schedules
are still uncertain. Our two KOST teachers have been busy sourcing
educational materials which are then supplied to the children with their
packages to try and keep them engaged with schoolwork. They have also
distributed testing papers, which are useful to some and interesting to
older family members.There are educational programmes on TV and
radio, but a lot of our children cannot access them in the rural areas.
Schools are not yet ready for a safe return of children. Got Rabuor Primary
School (like many others) has shared wooden desks and limited
resources. The Ministry of Education has warned that school fees will
have to go up for secondary school students, which is a big concern for
everyone.
When the time is right KOST Children’s Home will welcome everyone
back. The beds will have new mattresses –
they are stacked up in their wrappers waiting
for distribution. New school uniforms are
made and ready, and new school sweaters
bought. The paraphernalia for testing the
children/staff and for all the regular
sanitising is yet to be bought. We await
guidance from Homa Bay Children’s
Department before the children are allowed
back.
We are so thankful that our regular monthly
support has been maintained during the
year, which has allowed us to help many
vulnerable people during the pandemic.
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Generous donations have been made
too but income will have to increase if
we are to cover future needs in Kenya.
We can only hope that things will return
to normal soon. In the meantime, our
UK team keep them all in our thoughts
and prayers and continue to do what
we can practically as the weeks go on.
As families face loss of income, health
worries, food shortages and rising
costs, children are becoming more vulnerable and KOST Children’s
Home will be needed more than ever.
Thank you St Andrew’s, for helping to support this work. It is really
appreciated.

Gill Waterhouse

Prayer Times
Tuesday Evening Prayer Time
7 for 7:30pm via Zoom
ID: 885 1227 9471
Password: 632688
Thursday Morning Prayer Time
10 for 10:30am via Zoom
ID: 838 4363 8585
Password: 731557
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Candles
in the

dark

A time of reflection
to guide members of our
churches across Leeds
into a deeper awareness
of an ever-present God

There are moments in our lives when we struggle against the darkness,
seeking to disperse the gloom, especially in these current corona-ridden
times. Advent comes at the time of year when the nights are longest. It
is about the coming of Christ, the Light of the World, who comes to us
transforming our darkest days, by his presence – it’s a special time of
candle-lighting.
David Adam’s reflections ponder traditional Biblical Advent characters –
the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist, Mary, the Shepherds and
the Magi – those whose faith shone out like candles in the dark. Through
these people – in scripture readings, music, prayer, visual symbols and
candle-lighting – we meet again those who both prepared a way for and
readied themselves to meet the Lord. We too, seek that light in our lives,
homes and churches across Leeds.
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Leaders of our United Reformed Churches across Leeds are joining
together to lead members of our churches and associated LEPs through
the season of Advent 2020 and beyond. You are invited to gather
together online for 5 sessions during Advent and 1 during Christmas/
Epiphany. Each session will be run on Tuesday mornings at
10.00-11.00am, then repeated on Wednesday afternoons at
2.00-3.00pm and Thursday evenings at 7.30-8.30pm. So, if you can’t
make one, simply join in on another day. Details of how to join these
sessions on Zoom will follow in due course from your church leader.
Week 1: Patriarchs & Adventurers – 18th, 19th, 20th November
Week 2: Visionaries & Discoverers – 24th, 25th 26th November
Week 3: John the Baptist & Believers – 1st, 2nd, 3rd December
Week 4: Mary & World Changers – 8th, 9th, 10th December
Week 5: Shepherds & Pastors – 15th, 16th, 17th December
Week 6: Wise Men & Seekers – 5th, 6th, 7th January 2021
One of the reasons for choosing this inspiring collection of reflections by
David Adam is that you can get the book and read it for yourself, if you
aren’t keen of the idea of online sessions with Zoom. Perhaps you could
then discuss what you have read with others over the phone or on a
socially-distanced walk with a friend. Details of the book are as follows:
‘Candles in the Dark’ by David Adam, published by Kevin Mayhew, ISBN
1844172856. Prices are from £6. There is also an audio CD available.
On behalf of the leadership team from the United Reformed Churches
across Leeds Mission and Care Group, may we take this opportunity to
wish you every blessing for Advent and Christmas.

Tim Lowe
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2020 Christmas Appeal
Candles in the Dark
The launch of the Christmas Appeal this year will be run differently
because of COVID-19.
The suggestion at this stage is to produce a short video of the
nominated charities that we could put on our website and social media
as well as the printed literature to go out (although this will reach a
smaller audience than usual).
There is hope that we will be having "live" worship in church by the time
we get to the appeal Sunday. The majority of people will still be
watching the recording at home, so we will have to reach both
audiences.
Our theme this year is Candles in the Dark and this we thought was
something that applies to all four charities we are supporting.
Kenyan Orphanage Sponsorship Trust (KOST)
Sylvia Wright Trust
Commitment for Life (a United Reformed Church partnership with
Christian Aid)
Zarach Leeds (Focuses on helping children in Leeds living in extreme
poverty)
I appreciate that this year is very different to previous years, but
hopefully our Christmas Appeal will still be a great success.
Thank you for your support

Veronica Hood

Appeal organiser
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The Sylvia Wright Trust
The Sylvia Wright Trust is a most worthwhile charity to support as it has
both a local and Indian connection.
It was set up by a remarkable woman (Sylvia Wright) born, educated and
trained in Leeds. She had a successful career but gave it up to travel to and
work with the most vulnerable people in India.
You will have seen from the news that the Covid-19 Pandemic is also a
problem in India spreading from the cities into the rural area and this has
of course affected the charity,
Sylvia herself is safe and well but her 3 projects are in lockdown. The
students in the nursing school are continuing their studies online, though
practical training is on hold.
The children in the school for the deaf are being contacted regularly by the
teachers and given support and encouragement. In the absence of home
computer/broadband they are being given some written work. Most
students are desperate to get back to school.
The families of the disabled children are also being contacted by staff with
regular deliveries of toys medical supplies and food.
The Sylvia Wright Trust is thankful for our faithful support during these
difficult times.
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Commitment for Life
Commitment for Life is the URC’s own charity and members are asked
to commit for life to give to the poor and work for justice and peace. The
money raised goes to four different areas of the World; Bangladesh,
Central America, Israel/Palestine and Zimbabwe. Each URC church
chooses an area about which it will receive regular information and
St Andrew’s has chosen to try to understand the problems in Israel/
Palestine and to give and to pray for solutions. This year instead of
focusing on one particular NGO the money will go to Christian Aid to
distribute to various NGOs working to stop the spread of Coronavirus.
One example is Gaza, which has one of the highest population densities
in the world and has suffered from the Israeli blockade for 12 years. A
full lockdown was imposed at the end of August due to a rise in cases
of Covid-19. The Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee has
delivered food parcels to 400 people, a mere fraction of those needing
food.

Harvest Collection
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Harvest collection which was shared
between PAFRAS, the local food bank and
Caring for Life. They were very grateful for your donations.
There is an ongoing collection for PAFRAS and the food bank, so
if you have any food donations and also toiletries which are
needed, please contact Carol Fearn or Alex Jowitt to arrange
delivery or collection. Thank you very much.
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KENYAN ORPHAN SPONSORSHIP TRUST
(KOST)
KOST has been working in Kenya since 1995, caring for orphans and other
disadvantaged children in the town of Homa Bay. Throughout this difficult
year, KOST Children’s Home has provided regular food parcels, hygiene
essentials and educational supplies to all after Kenya’s Coronavirus
restrictions came into force. Although the children were placed with
guardians or family members for their own safety, KOST was able to
support them there.
Already children are returning to KOST Children’s Home as restrictions are
lifting. In 2021 we hope to help them catch up with missed education,
continue to provide good daily care to each and fund essential medical care
when it is needed. In addition we know that other vulnerable children will
now need KOST’s support. Many jobs, small businesses and livelihoods
have been lost. There is a lot of hardship and KOST’s work is vital in the
community.
KOST is run by unpaid volunteers in the UK and all donations received are
used to help the children. Appeal donations will be used very carefully. The
money we send is a sign of hope that someone cares. Children, families
and staff are very grateful for the help they receive and many say ‘they don’t
know what they would do without it’. We want to continue giving help and
giving hope in Homa Bay for all those who need it.
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Zarach Leeds
Zarach is a Hebrew word meaning 'light will rise'. This is what we set out
to achieve, we want Zarach to be a light in the darkness for families
experiencing poverty crisis. Zarach was founded by Bex Wilson, a
deputy head teacher in an inner city Leeds school. One day when
teaching, Bex noticed an 11 year old boy scratching his tummy. When
questioned it transpired that the boy and his 2 siblings were sleeping
on an old cushion on the floor. The cushion had bed bugs. Bex decided
there and then that she had to do more, and Zarach was born. Poverty
is a real problem that has a significant effect on a child's education. At
Zarach we believe that by providing something to eat, and a good
night's sleep, we can give every child an equal opportunity
to learn and succeed at school.
We work with over 80 schools to highlight children experiencing bed
poverty. Once a referral is received we contact the family and deliver
a 'Bed Bundle'. Our Bed Bundles include a brand new bed, mattress,
duvet & pillow, duvet cover, pyjamas and a hygiene kit. Our beds are
just the beginning, we also offer long term support to families to help
them go from surviving to thriving. So far we have delivered over 550
beds!!

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
edition of St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for
contributions to the December magazine is 20 November
please. Articles may be typed, hand-written or emailed to
Claire Westgarth claire2207@icloud.com
Please note there is no magazine in January
22
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FIFTY YEARS A MEMBER
Jean Walker
Sunday 8 November 2020 would have been marked
for Jean with the presentation of a certificate of 50
years membership of loyal and devoted service to St
Andrew's. Though Jean passed away just a few months before that
milestone it is fitting that we should mark it now. Jean was not one to boast
of her contribution to the life and witness of the church, but I know she
would have enjoyed a celebration on the 8th, or as she would have put it
"a knees up".
In those 50 years, Jean not only served St Andrew's, but the wider church
at District and Synod levels. Jean's service as an Elder was exemplary. For
many years she was responsible for Pulpit Supply (arranging for a person
to lead worship when the minister was away or during a Vacancy). Jean
went over and above this task by inviting the preacher back home to one
of her very special Sunday lunches. This leads on to other aspects of
catering. Everyone will remember Jean's friendly face so often serving
coffee after worship; during intervals at Roco Plays; as part of a team to
cook Sunday Lunches or her wonderful soup at the Christian Aid lunches.
What many people will not know is the support she gave to friends who
were ill or housebound, for one reason or another, by popping round with
a hot meal or some home baking. Many will know that Jean was a prolific
writer and it was natural that it would be Jean who took on the role of
writing to students who were away from home.
Jean was a very active member of the Partnership with our friends in
Germany from the very beginning of the link which will celebrate its 50th
anniversary next year. From those early days Jean was part of many visits
and providing hospitality on reciprocal visits and making lifelong friends.
Jean did so much for our church and joined in everything - one could write
a book about her! Her amazing energy and commitment remained until
she became ill a few months before her passing. She really was a most
remarkable lady and we give thanks for her devoted service and witness
to the life and work of St Andrew's.

Carol Parfitt
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“He will hold me Fast”
At a Thursday morning Time with God Prayer Time a few weeks ago, I
spoke about an article I had read in a Frankenthal church magazine several
years ago entitled” Perlen des Glaubens” or “Pearls of Faith”.
Also called “pearls of life”, it is a bracelet of beads. These pearls of faith
can be a prayer chain or can also be worn as a bracelet. The idea is that
as everyday companions, they can help their wearer make faith more
tangible and real for them.
The idea originated in Sweden and was suggested by a bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the mid-1990s and has since found its way
very quickly to Protestant and Catholic Christians all over the world.
About 20 years ago, the concept became very prevalent in Germany, as
described by Revd Martin Henninger in the Frankenthal magazine.
There are 18 pearls of different sizes, colours and materials, each with
different meanings. They can symbolise the various stages in Jesus' life
as well as your own faith and life path.
There is not space here for me to list all the symbols the pearls represent
but I shall name a couple: the large golden Pearl of God whose size and
colour make it stand out from the rest and the Pearls of Love which are red
and lie next to each other in the prayer beads. One stands symbolically for
the love that one gives and the other for the love that one receives.
But this got me thinking about how sometimes, some people like to hold
something when they pray. Catholics use rosary beads and for some
people holding a wooden cross is helpful to make it easier to concentrate
and focus. Other faiths like Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism also use carved
pieces of wood similar to “pearls of faith”.
In St Andrew’s, there have been services when we were invited to pick
up and hold a pebble or small stone whilst praying.
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During Time with God, we listened to the song “He will hold me fast” sung
by Keith and Kristyn Getty. You may be familiar with parts of the music and
particularly the chorus, “He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast, for my
Saviour loves me so, he will hold me fast” I think this song is one which is
both comforting and reassuring.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRFHaQ is the link so you can
listen to it yourself. (I think you will like it!)
There are many things we can do to help us to concentrate on our faith
better and make us feel more connected to God, protected and held by
God.
It doesn’t really matter what you do. We are all different and what is
important is that for some, it is holding something which can help us to feel
closer to God, but it is the belief and comfort that knowing in our hearts
and minds that we are held by God which matters most.

Sheana Dudley

Views expressed by groups and individuals in this magazine are
personal and do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the
United Reformed Church, St Andrew’s Roundhay United Reformed
Church, or any member of the editorial team.
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TRAIDCRAFT UPDATE
All fair traders have experienced massive difficulties in selling during
these Covid19 affected times but the good news is that Traidcraft sales
were 92% on budget from 1 January to 31 August 2020. How amazing
is that and largely due to fair trader customers buying direct from the
website. In March orders tripled compared with the same period in 2019.
So people might not be able to buy in church but they didn’t abandon fair
trade. Pre-Covid fair trader sales accounted for 55% of total sales and
direct sales 25%. Post Covid this changed to 27% through fair traders and
65% direct. (For the mathematicians amongst you the remaining %age
was sales to business and retail outlets.)
st

st

However it’s Autumn and we should be having our Christmas Preview
event in St Edmund’s church. Don’t despair you can still get your
Christmas cards, food and gifts from me.
Please ring on 0113 2666071 or email me at carolfearn1906@gmail.com
if you would like a catalogue or to place an order.
You can also look and order on line at www. Traidcraftshop.co,uk.
The Catalogue has lots of old favourites plus new lines to tempt you.
There are items on offer e.g. Cafedirect coffee and Divine chocolate for
limited periods and if you order within those periods from me you will get
the discounted price. Also I will order by the case when I can so you will
benefit from the lower individual price.
I have stocks of groceries, chocolate, toilet rolls etc at home so if need
anything just let me know what you want and I can deliver – or you can
collect – socially distancing of
course!.

Carol Fean
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USEFUL INFORMATION
SCOUTING
Stephen Welburn
GUIDING
Jane Murray (Guide Leader)
CHILDREN & FAMILY WORKER
Beverley Gilbert
TODDLERS GROUP
Sheila Hartley
BADMINTON & TABLE TENNIS
Jill Marston
BRIDGE CLUB
Max Dudley
RoCo

Mary Shalvey

ROOM BOOKINGS
bookings@standrews.cc
INDOOR BOWLS
Margaret Squires
STUDENT CONTACT
Claire Westgarth
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Elaine Weston
Asst. SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Eileen Belverstone

07954 184 521
212 0279
07584 137698
sheila.hartley@ntlworld.com
jillmarston@hotmail.com
237 0389
m.shalvey@btopenworld.com

07584 269535

266 2537

claire2207@icloud.com

07565 807907
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ST ANDREW’S ROUNDHAY
United Reformed Church, Shaftesbury Avenue, Leeds LS8 1DS
www.standrews.cc
REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sunday

10.30am
9.30am

5.30-7.30pm
6.00pm

Family Worship and Junior Church with
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday in the month
Holy Communion on 3rd Sunday in the month
A Crèche is available every Sunday throughout
Family Worship for children aged 0-3 years
Youth Club 8-12 + yrs
Evening Service (2nd Sunday)

Monday

9.45am
6.15pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Badminton
Rainbows (12th Roundhay)
Guides (4th Roundhay)
RoCo

Tuesday

10.00am
5.00pm
6.00pm
6.15pm
7.15pm
7.00pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Toddlers Group
Rainbows (4th Roundhay)
Beaver Scouts (11th North Leeds)
Brownies (4th Roundhay)
Cub Scouts (11th North Leeds)
Prayer Time
Guides (6th Roundhay) & Rangers (2nd Roundhay)
Bible Study & Discussion Group (alternate weeks)

Wednesday

10.00am
12.30pm
1.30pm
2.00pm
5.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Toddlers Group
Drop in Lunch Club (2nd week of the month)
Table Tennis
Singing for Pleasure (2nd & 4th weeks of the month)
Rainbows (6th Roundhay)
Church Meeting (as arranged)
Stage Crew

Thursday

9.15am
10.00am
1.15pm
5.00pm
6.15pm
7.30pm
7.30 pm
7.30pm

Time with God
Twins & Multiples (1st & 3rd weeks of the month)
Indoor Bowls (October to April)
Rainbows(1st Roundhay)
Brownies (6th Roundhay)
Explorer Scouts Unit (St Andrew's)
Badminton
RoCo

Friday

10.00am
1.15pm
6.30pm
7.15pm

Toddlers Group
Bridge Club
Choir Practice
Scouts (11th North Leeds)

Saturday

3.30pm

Messy Church (2nd week of the month)

