
Christmas Appeals Newsletter
FOREWORD BY TIM LOWE

  
St Andrew’s Christmas Appeal for our 2020 charities draws on a theme of bringing the
light into the darker places world: ‘Candles in the Dark’. There are moments in our lives
when we struggle against the darkness, seeking to disperse the gloom, especially in this
corona-darkened year. Advent comes at the time of year when the nights are longest. 
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  For many it is about the coming of Christ, the Light of the World, who comes to us
transforming our darkest days, by his presence.  

We seek that light in our lives, our homes, our church, across Leeds, Kenya, South India,
Israel and Palestine. I encourage you to think and pray about how light might be shed on
the situation each charity faces and how you might be part of bringing that light through
your financial gift this Christmas.



  Commitment for Life is the URC charity, working in
four areas. St Andrew’s has chosen to try to
understand the problems and to pray for Israel and
the Occupied Territories. Through Christian Aid our
partners (NGOs) are responding to the coronavirus
pandemic by providing information and support. The
legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, has
been pushing for authorities to provide coronavirus
testing and for the health and care services to reach
Beduins living in the Negev desert. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG

  The Sylvia Wright Trust is a very worthwhile charity
which is dependant on our continued support.
Founded by a Leeds-born lady who gave up a
successful nursing career to move to India to improve
the lives of people in Chennai, and now in her 80s,
she continues to take an active part. She has certainly
lit a candle in the dark.
  From visiting isolated villages Sylvia has built up
healthcare where there was previously none. She has
opened her own Nursing School and founded a school
for deaf children, allowing them to be fitted with the
most modern hearing aids.
  Sylvia was also asked to help children with physical
and mental problems, creating day care centres where
the children receive a variety of therapies and their
parents learn how best to help them.

  They have successfully campaigned for updates on
the virus to be in Arabic as well as Hebrew. The Israeli
Information Centre for Human Rights is documening
human rights violations amidst the pandemic, such as
the recent confiscation of tents in the northern West
Bank that had been designated for a field clinic.
  Palestinian Agricultural Development Association is
helping farmers continue to work safely and supply
food to those living in Gaza and the West Bank. Your
donations can be a candle in the dark for Palestinians.

  Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic the college, day
centres and school have had to be shut, but the work
continues. Thanks to modern technology, lessons are
streamed and extra digital equipment is being
provided but the costs continue. Staff have to be paid,
buildings cleaned and maintained, equipment repaired
and lessons provided. 
  Please give generously so that this important work
can continue and many lives can be transformed.
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  KOST is a Leeds-based charity, working to provide
practical assistance to orphans and other vulnerable
children in Homa Bay, Kenya. Children need KOST’s
help as a last resort, when families are unable to
provide the basics for them. Some are orphans, while
some have family members who are living on the
margins of survival themselves. In the Homa Bay area,
poverty, HIV/AIDS and malaria affect many people.  
 This year the pandemic has added enormous strain to
the lives of already struggling families. KOST is
following local guidance in Kenya while balancing its
ongoing commitment to helping children in its care.  
 Through this time, KOST Children's Home has
continued to shine a candle in the dark. With
livelihoods lost and no financial help coming from
elsewhere, KOST has provided regular, essential
support packages to try and keep everyone safe,
adequately fed and provided with hygiene and
educational supplies throughout the pandemic.
  In the face of tremendous need, we hope to continue
working in the best ways possible for the children in
KOST’s care. We are also supporting our Kenyan staff,
who have families of their own to provide for.
  There is no doubt that KOST’s presence in Homa Bay
has provided a lifeline at this time of need.

BRIGHAM YOUNG

 Zarach is a Hebrew word meaning 'light will rise'. This
is what we set out to achieve, we want Zarach to be a
light in the darkness for families experiencing poverty
crisis. Zarach was founded by Bex Wilson, a deputy
head teacher in an inner-city Leeds school. One day
when teaching, Bex noticed an 11-year old boy
scratching his tummy. When questioned it transpired
that the boy and his 2 siblings were sleeping on an
old cushion on the floor. The cushion had bed bugs.
Bex decided there and then that she had to do more,
and Zarach was born. Poverty is a real problem that
has a significant effect on a child's education. At
Zarach we believe that by providing something to eat,
and a good night's sleep, we can give every child an
equal opportunity to learn and succeed at school.

  We do not know when it is safe for children to
return to KOST Children’s Home. In the meantime, we
hope we can continue supporting them at home for
however long they need it. Stories are yet to unfold
about other children, now desperate for assistance.    
 We know they are there - sooner or later they will be
asking for KOST’s help. Please help us to respond to
all these needs in 2021, wherever the path leads us in
the months to come. At this time of such difficulty for
people, KOST truly is a candle in the dark.

 We work with over 80 schools to highlight children
experiencing bed poverty. Once a referral is received,
we contact the family and deliver a 'Bed Bundle'. Our
Bed Bundles include a brand-new bed, mattress, duvet
& pillow, duvet cover, pyjamas and a hygiene kit. Our
beds are just the beginning, we also offer long term
support to families to help them go from surviving to
thriving. So far, we have delivered over 550 beds!! At
Zarach we are seeing first-hand the effects of
lockdown and COVID-19 restrictions on families. We
responded to this in several ways; we delivered over
4000 masks, we delivered 1000 home learning kits and
our volunteers did over 300 food shops for the elderly
who were shielding. However, as well as all that, our
biggest achievement is our new ‘Project Vantry’.
Delivering food and high value household items to
families who are struggling to cope. This has seen us
deliver well over 70,000 meals since March!
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BRIGHAM YOUNG

Each day is a
new beginning

Via online or internet banking. Please add
'Appeal' as the reference. 

Acc. name: St Andrew's Roundhay URC
Sort code: 05-01-26

Acc. number: 56132139

If you want to add Gift Aid please email
treasurer@standrews.cc
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How you can be a candle in the dark...
We hope you agree that all of these charities are worthy causes and deserve
our support in these difficult times. If you are able, there are three ways that
you can donate to our Christmas appeal...

Through the JustGiving website. Visit:
www.justgiving.com/campaign/standrews

christmasappeal 

Choose the 'Donate' option

By making a donation in an appeal
envelope in church. Or, send it to:

Colin McIlwain, Church Treasurer, 27 The
Drive, Roundhay, Leeds, LS8 1JQ

Don't forget to include whether you want
Gift Aid to claimed on your donation

Words of
wisdom

Don't start the
day with broken

pieces of
yesterday

Every morning
we wake up is
the first day of

our new life

Somewhere
to believe in

Follow us on...

Children's room before Children's room after


