
Christmas Appeals 2021 Newsletter
FOREWORD BY TIM LOWE

  

  In our worship from the beginning of Advent and throughout 2022 we will be
focusing on the storytelling of the gospel writer Luke. He writes his ‘good news’
(‘gospel’) for those who need it most – the poor! It is also ‘bad news’ for those
who are comfortable now – the rich and the powerful. 

  

In this
issue:

Commitment for
Life

By Pam Freeman

  Luke’s gospel is an extremely dangerous text, in a political sense. And when he
talks about the coming kingdom of God, he is not writing about some future
moment in heaven, but about here and now – a kingdom that has already
happened in Jesus. Mary’s song of the Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55) and Jesus own
manifesto (Luke 4.18-21) both tell of God’s priority mission to the poor, the
captives and the oppressed. It is a gospel for all the little people in society. 

  These are the people we are focusing on with St Andrew’s Christmas Appeal for
our 2021 charities – individuals and nations who are forgotten, abused, taken
advantage of, or pushed to the margins. Through the stories of women from the
Wren Bakery in Leeds, to children and adults in Kenya and South India, as well as
the nations of Israel and Palestine, we hear God speaking to us to change this
world around and to give ‘the poor’ the chance they deserve!
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  Emma and Clare joined forces in 2019 after
seeing the need to support women in Leeds who
experience multiple disadvantage into
employment.
  The Wren Bakery is a response to a real need to
enable women to build confidence and
employability skills. The Wren Bakery provides a
much needed first step in the journey to
employment. We help women shape a better
future for themselves by gaining transferable
skills in baking and barista. We put employability
as our first priority, giving our trainees the
opportunity to work on our fabulous vintage
mobile van. We deliver mentoring and support
along the way helping our trainees regain their
confidence and self belief, working at their pace
and journeying with them every step of the way.

  We operate as a CIO (Charitable Incorporated
Organisation) with our priority being the training
and support of the women we work with. As a
social enterprise any profit made from the sale of
our products is to be invested back into the
business.
The Wren Bakery will grow as more women
graduate and your financial support is crucial to
help us plan for the future.

  We love the image and personality of the Wren.
The Wren is our smallest garden bird but has the
loudest song. They are plucky, determined and
brave birds that often go unseen. We felt the
Wren says a lot about the women we are working
with. Our hope is that our training programme
enables women to find their voice and
confidently use it.
  One of the unique benefits of The Wren Bakery
is that we continue to mentor and support our
women for up to two years in recognition of the
many challenges and the occasional setbacks
they will inevitably face going forward. This
incredible programme of training and support is
made possible through the generous grants and
donations of both individuals and sponsors.

COMMITMENT FOR LIFE  

The impact of Covid 19 in Palestine has been felt
most in Gaza a highly populated area, where
people are crowded together and hand washing is
difficult because of water shortages. One of
Christian Aid's partners The Culture and Free
thought Association has been training and
enabling people to make positive changes in
their own communities. In Al Mawassi the
community secured safe spaces to host health
services, helping 500 residents.
  Members of the committee sprayed and
sterilized their neighbourhood against Covid.



LEARNING THROUGH PLAY  

  The Trust is a registered charity which supports
the work of Sylvia Wright in the Indian State of
Tamil Nadu. Sylvia, a nurse from Leeds in the UK,
sold her home and possessions in 1982. She has
worked for four decades with children who have
disabilities and people needing treatment in a
very poor area of India.
  Sylvia’s projects are sited in a relatively poor
agricultural area which has little industry. Her
projects serve the town of Thiruvannamalai and
the many, small surrounding villages.
  She set up and managed a residential school for
200 children who have hearing impairments, a
day centres for 80 children with disabilities, a
nursing college for 120 students as well as
running many community health projects. She
also established a hospital which was transferred
to a group of Indian doctors in 2017.
 Sylvia's inspiring work has improved the lives of
thousands of people.
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  The Kenyan Orphan Sponsorship Trust (KOST) is a
Leeds-based charity, working in an impoverished
region of western Kenya. KOST runs a Children's
Centre in the town of Homa Bay, providing
accommodation, medical care, education and
training to orphans and other vulnerable children
in need. Our Kenyan staff provide good daily care
and support to children from nursery age to young
adults, working to reduce the effects of poverty by
promoting the life skills they will need in the
future. KOST is a grassroots charity, and your gift
will enable practical assistance to reach those who
need it most.

many staff have lost close relatives, as have some
of our children.  
  Gradually, with the onset of access to vaccination
and the Government drive to cover as many of the
population as possible, the incidence is reducing
dramatically and life is returning to some sort of
normality (as we used to know it).
 Student nurses from Sylvia’s college (The Florence
Nightingale School of Nursing) are active in the
drive to vaccinate the people of Tiruvannamalai in
Tamil Nadu, South India. The nursing school was
built by The Sylvia Wright Trust.

COVID
 

  In  March 2020 ,  a t  the onset  of  the Covid
pandemic ,  schools  were c losed fo l lowing the
orders of  the Government ,  and have
remained c losed unt i l  September of  th is  year
when a part ia l  reopening saw only senior
students  return .  However ,  the schools  wi l l
re-open fu l ly  once more in November .
  Dur ing this  d i f f icul t  t ime ,  many of  our  s taf f
have been af fected with the Covid v i rus .
Sadly one of  our  c leaning ladies died and



BRIGHAM YOUNG

 

Each day is a new
beginning

Via online or internet banking
 

Please add 'Appeal' as the reference. 
 

Acc. name: St Andrew's Roundhay URC
Sort code: 05-01-26

Acc. number: 56132139
 

If you want to add Gift Aid please email
treasurer@standrews.cc
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How you can donate...
  We hope you agree that all of these charities are worthy causes and
deserve our support in these difficult times. If you are able, there are
a number of ways that you can donate to our Christmas appeal...

Through the JustGiving website. 
 

Visit:
www.justgiving.com/campaign/standrewschristmasappeal2021

 
Choose the 'Donate' option

By making a donation in an appeal
envelope in church. 

 
Or, send it to:

Colin McIlwain, Church Treasurer, St
Andrew's Roundhay URC, Shaftesbury

Avenue, Leeds, LS8 1DS
 

Don't forget to include whether you
want Gift Aid to be claimed on your

donation

Words of
wisdom

Don't start the day
with broken

pieces of
yesterday

Every morning we
wake up is the
first day of our

new life

We believe
that God's
love is for
everyone

Follow us on...

Via text message
 

 Text APPEAL followed by your
donation amount to 70560 to give that

amount. 
 

Texts will cost the donation amount
plus one standard network message

rate

http://justgiving.com/campaign/standrewschristmasappeal2021

