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“a life lived in service”
When I first started my life as an ordained
minister of Word and Sacrament in the URC, many years ago, many of
the church members whose funerals I led back then had spent some or
much of their working life ‘in service’. This usually meant that they had
been employed to work in someone else’s household as a
housekeeper or cleaner or cook. But I’ve often thought about how is that
different to what we mean when we talk about a life lived ‘in service’
from a Christian perspective?
As a member of the URC you are ‘called’ to live your life in Christian
‘service’. Part of that service means we are often put in positions of
responsibility or privilege, or even power, in terms of our relationships
with others.
We are, of course, saddened and angered with what we are witnessing
in terms of abuse of power in Russia at this present moment, following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. At the very start of Lent we read of Jesus
being offered extreme power to dominate and control others (Luke
4.1-13).
How much have we, as a nation, contributed to the current
crisis by turning a blind eye to the source of money and
investment in our businesses and industry? The sanctions
imposed highlight the issue of how much we have been
dependent on Russia, especially for energy supplies. To
what extent will we need to humble ourselves as a nation
for the long term?
Romans 10.12 reminds us that ‘the same Lord is Lord of all’.
How do we remind ourselves of this when we hear of
conflict and suffering in Ukraine, or elsewhere, that these
are all our neighbours.
Lent has been a season of repentance, sacrifice, discipline and prayer.
A time when we commit, like Jesus, to put our own desires aside and
seek instead to focus on our relationship with God.
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At the very start of Lent I gave you all something. A stone to carry in the
palm of your hand; to carry it with you through Lent; to let that stone
represent anything that you needed to do, or stop doing, give up or take
up.
The song ‘By my side’, from the musical Godspell, sings:
“I’ll put a pebble in my shoe…”
That pebble shall be named, and carried, and eventually laid down
somewhere else, having been part of a journey. At the end of Lent, during
Holy Week, I will be encouraging you to give up your stone, to lay the
burden at the foot of the cross. But until then, for yourself or others, you
must continue to carry it.
What do we really mean when we talk of a life lived ‘in service’ from a
Christian perspective? It would not be exaggerating to say that we are
desperate for people to consider new ways in which they might live to
serve God through St Andrew’s right now! As we approach our AGM, we
have no one nominated to serve as Church Treasurer. None of those
nominated to serve as Church Secretary felt called to serve. Fortunately
Sheila has offered to serve for one more year. We will have nine
vacancies on the Eldership. There are a myriad of other roles which are
vacant! I need you all to seriously consider your call to live a life of service
here at St Andrew’s!
We are all ‘called’ to live our lives in Christian ‘service’ – serving our family,
church, community, country or our neighbours! May your stone serve as
a reminder when you lay it this Easter, that you also have the chance to
begin something new:
‘Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life my all.’
May your praying lead you to consider your
calling.
And may God bless you.
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Pastoral News as of 24 March 2022
Congratulations to:
Holly Westgarth who became engaged to Mike Meredith on
27 February

Good wishes to:
Emma Lowe who has gone to live on the Isle of Mull until October,
volunteering at ‘The Camas Centre’, the outdoor activity centre of the
Iona Community.

Unwell in recent weeks or recovering at home:
Mary Herber,t now in a rehabilitation hub,
Jean Henderson, Patricia Inch, Carol Parfitt and Gaynor Rhodes,
plus many people within our church family who have had or have
Covid, some of whom have been quite poorly.

Sadly missed:

Joan Allen, wife of the late Rev Eric Allen, former minister of
St Andrew’s from 1968 – 1984.

Trust in God
Let nothing disturb you
Let nothing frighten you;
All things pass;
God never changes.
Patience achieves
all it strives for.
He who has God
Find he lacks nothing,
God alone suffices.
Amen
St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
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Annual General Meeting
The Church AGM, originally
planned for Sunday 12 June, has
been moved to Wednesday
8 June to avoid the Leeds
triathlon which could prevent
many from attending.
Everyone is very welcome to
attend, although only members
may vote at the meeting.

CHURCH LUNCH on
Sunday 10 April.
Tickets for the next Church lunch will
be available in the Hall after the
morning service on Sunday 20 March,
27 March and 3 April.
r

£8 each (£5 for children under 10)

The Traidcraft stall will start again on 3 April and every subsequent 1st
Sunday in the month in the hall after morning worship. This will have a
limited stock to begin with. Easter Cards and eggs will be on sale or can be
ordered. If you can help at all please speak to Helen Hartley or Lisa Large.

Prayer Times
Tuesday Evening Prayer Time
7 for 7.15pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 892 9702 1135
Passcode: 973783
Thursday Morning Prayer Time
10 for 10.30am via Zoom
Meeting ID: 827 1953 9585
Passcode: 426039
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Prayer for Change
printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

Lord Jesus,
You are a Lord who walks beside your people.
So we pray for people who walk for justice.
You are a lord who raised up those who are bent low.
So we pray for those held down by the grindings of life
and the indifference of the world.
You are Lord who feeds the hungry.
So we pray for all who long for bread
And the means to provide it.
You are a Lord who celebrates the small and the insignificant.
So we pray for the children
and for those who are never noticed.
You are a Lord who says, “Follow me”
So we pray for courage and faith in our hearts
That we may take up the cross and find it leads to life.
Amen
Christian Aid
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2022 Daffodil Tea
Thank you to our wonderful Pastoral Care Team, for a lovely time at the
Daffodil Tea, such a lot of hard work, went into a successful and
enjoyable afternoon.
It was so lovely to see friends, who we haven’t seen for a long time, and
we were spoilt for choice with platefuls of appetising eats, including
the ever popular date and cream cheese sandwiches. Even the
serviettes had daffodils on them.
We taxed our brains, with the quiz all about bread, I think I got some
right.
The afternoon finished with the singing of favourite hymns, expertly
helped along by our pianist John Haywood, and The D.J.Tim.
“THANK YOU” so much to The Pastoral Care Team, who have provided
so much support to us all at St Andrew’s, especially over the last two
COVID years.

Pat Walkden

To all those so generously contributing to the success of this gathering,
my heartfelt thanks. My first afternoon in a group situation for a very long
time was greatly appreciated. Familiar faces and enjoying some music
gave me much pleasure.
Special thanks go to Brenda Casey for the delivering of the invitation and
to Elizabeth Breckin who delivered me safely back to my new address.
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Election of Elders 2022
Nomination forms for the Elders’ Election will be on the notice board in
the corridor by the Hall and in the Narthex from Sunday 3 April. There
are 8 vacancies and we ask everybody to think prayerfully about who
they might nominate. Nominees must be a church member and aged
18 or over and their permission should be sought before nominating
them. As we start to try to rebuild following the pandemic it is vital that
we have a full strength eldership to lead the way. If you are approached
to stand for election please don’t dismiss the idea out of hand. Take
time to pray about it and ask any elder, or the minister, if you have any
questions. We will be happy to talk it through with you.
If you are not currently able to come to church you may make a
nomination in writing to me by email:
churchsecretary@standrews.cc or drop me a note.
As I write this there is still no nominee for the role of Treasurer and again
we ask you to think prayerfully about who might be approached to take
on that role.
Nominations close at 6pm on Sunday 24 April.
Annual General Meeting
The Church AGM, originally planned for Sunday 12 June, has been
moved to Wednesday 8 June to avoid the Leeds triathlon which could
prevent many from attending.
Everyone is very welcome to attend, although only members may vote
at the meeting.

Sheila Telfer
Church Secretary

Front cover photograph taken by Mandy Grant. Used with
permission.
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50 years, 50 trees

In celebration of 50years since the formation of the United Reformed
Church the plan is to plant 50 trees. How good is that towards our silver
award? More than that it will be good for the planet. There’s not much
room for more trees in St Andrew’s grounds but maybe there are other
locations. Locations might be public spaces or private gardens. Once
planted a tree will be recorded on a plan, so they are always recognised
and remembered. Some trees are more suitable than others with native
species more appropriate and chosen for ﬁnal size in the space available.
h#ps://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/bri9sh-trees/na9vetrees

Lent study courses
will begin on Tuesday 8 March and this year you have two choices:
1.
The Leeds URC Partnership ministry team has
chosen 'Encountered – meeting God in ordinary places' by
Claire Benton-Evans as the study material. However, the
team recommends that you don't need to have a copy of
the book but, if anyone would like one, they are available on
Amazon priced £10.04. (at this time)
Sessions will again be on Zoom, following the usual pattern on
Tuesday mornings 10-11am, Wednesday afternoons 2-3pm and
Thursday evenings 7.30-8.30pm starting on Tuesday 8 March.
2.
If you would prefer to attend a course in person, CTR
will be running weekly sessions from Tuesday 8 March at
7.30pm at St Edmund's Parish Church. This will be following
the same material so it will be possible to mix and match
between the two courses if you wish!
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022
Informed Prayer, Prayerful Action
4 March 2022 was a special day for two reasons: we were back to
holding “live” in person services and the country who had written
and prepared the service was not only European but close to home
– very close in fact, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It is 77
years since EWNI prepared a service and with more and more
countries joining the World Day of Prayer movement, it will be a
long time before that happens again!
The theme could not have been more appropriate, “I know the
plans I have for you” from the book of Jeremiah. The world of 2022
is not the same as the world in 2018 when the World Day of Prayer
worship group started to plan this service. Who hasn’t had their
plans disrupted by the pandemic which hit every corner of the
world? One of the directors of the International Committee said
that as the pain increased over the past two years, they felt God’s
voice coming to them through the prophet’s assurance to the
exiles “I will let you find me, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 29:14). “In
finding God, we are brought back to the place of living with hope
and caring for each other” Rosangela writes.
Several services were held at many venues around Leeds and at
St Andrew’s our service took place at 6.30 pm and ladies from the
Churches Together in Roundhay: St Edmund’s and Lidgett Park as
well as from St Andrew’s took part. We heard stories of hope from
three different women, Lina, Natalie and Emily. These were true
stories of British women who found themselves in difficult
situations – in “exile” due to poverty, fear, isolation – and of how
God’s plans for them have blessed them in very unexpected ways.
Familiar hymns were sung during the service as well as a new
song specially written for 2022, “For surely I know the plans I
have for you” which once you know it, you can’t stop singing!
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An offering was taken for the work of the Movement, for Christian
literature societies and for Christian educational projects and over
£300 was collected at our service – thank you to everyone who
contributed.
At the close of the service, we enjoyed refreshments typical of our
countries: Soda Farls, Welsh Cakes and Victoria Sponge and thank you
to all the bakers for their help with this.
Remember we do not stop praying until the World Day of Prayer on
3 March 2023!
rd

You can find out more about the World Day of Prayer at
www.wwdp.org.uk

Sheana Dudley
St Andrew’s World Day of Prayer Representative
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It is finally here!
The Yorkshire synod are going to
Lightwater Valley for their BIG Day
Out!
On Saturday 17 September this year, Lightwater Valley will open
their turnstiles and welcome Yorkshire folk from the United
Reformed Churches across the synod.
We are so excited to offer this opportunity to you all to invite your
family, church family, friends and neighbours to come together for a
day of friendship and love.
The family friendly resort has something to offer everyone; relaxing
on the lake on a swan boat, watching it all happen as you sit tour the
park on a steady train, getting dizzy on the carousel or throwing your
arms in the air at the top on the pirate ship, whatever your idea of a
good time is, Lightwater Valley has it covered! And if it all gets a bit
much, head over to the Show Barn for a comfortable seat, a cup of
tea and a friendly face.
Of course there will be a time of gathered worship and other
surprises on offer as you wander around the park.
The synod recognises that organising a trip to the BIG Day Out can
be stressful and costly. Tickets are £15 per person for everyone
aged 3 and over. The Mission Fund Panel have agreed to fund up to
£500 per coach to help get as many of your church family and
friends there.

Further funding may be available.
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
edition of St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for
contributions to the May magazine is 20 April please.
Articles may be emailed to magazine@standrews.cc
For handwritten or typed articles please contact the
Editor (Claire Westgarth) - details in the directory
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Worship Dates
April 2022

Sunday 3 10.30am

Family Worship, Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Saturday 9
3.30-5,30 Messy Church
Sunday 10 10.30am
Family Worship (Palm Sunday)
Rev Tim Lowe
6.30pm
Reﬂective Evening Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Monday 11
7pm
Holy Week Reﬂection
Tuesday 12
7pm
Holy Week Reﬂection
Wed
13
7pm
Holy Week Reﬂection
Thurs 14 7.30pm
Maundy Thursday Roundhay
Covenanting Churches Communion Service
Friday 15
10am
Walk of Witness from St Andrew’s
7pm
Good Friday Reﬂective Service
Sunday 17
Sunrise Service in Roundhay Park
10.30am
Family Worship, Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Sunday 24 10.30am
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe

May 2022
Sunday 1

10.30am

Sunday 8

10.30am

Saturday 14
Sunday 15
Sunday 22
Sunday 29

3.30-5.30
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm
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Family Worship, Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Parade Service
Rev Tim Lowe
and the Worship Group
Messy Church
Family Worship
Dan Morrell
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Ecumenical Evening Service
at Lidgett Park
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USEFUL INFORMATION
SCOUTING
Stephen Welburn
GUIDING
Jane Murray (Guide Leader)
CHILDREN & FAMILY WORK
TODDLERS GROUP
Sheila Hartley
BADMINTON & TABLE TENNIS
Jill Marston
BRIDGE CLUB
Max Dudley
RoCo
Mary Shalvey
ROOM BOOKINGS
bookings@standrews.cc
INDOOR BOWLS
Anna Sweeney
STUDENT CONTACT
Claire Westgarth
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Elaine Weston
Asst. SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Eileen Belverstone

07954 184 521
212 0279
info@standrews.cc

sheila.hartley@ntlworld.com
jillmarston@hotmail.com

237 0389
m.shalvey@btopenworld.com

07584 269535

228 9141

claire2207@icloud.com

07565 807907
richardbelverstone@hotmail.co.uk
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Views expressed by groups and individuals in this
magazine are personal and do not necessarily reflect the
official policy of the United Reformed Church, St Andrew’s
Roundhay United Reformed Church, or any member of the
editorial team.

