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“We are
50!”
This month we, the United Reformed Church, are 50 years old! Across
our denomination 2022 is being celebrated as a year of Jubilee –
taking the opportunity to reflect on our story so far, as well as thinking
about where God might be calling us next.
In the Old Testament the number 50 is a biggy! At the big conference
for all URC ministers back in May this year our Bible studies were
based on the book of law for God’s people – Leviticus. Chapter
25 states that every 7th year was to be a ‘sabbath year’ – hence the
term ‘sabbatical’ (which ministers of other denominations get every 7
years, whilst we have to wait 10!). The year after the 7th sabbath year,
i.e. the 49th, was to be celebrated as a jubilee. Every 50 years marked
a time to remember freedom, redemption, return of land and property
to its rightful owners, a time of rest, of wisdom and forgiveness. Of
course these are the core values upon which Jesus taught about
building God’s kingdom here and now.
The number 50 is celebrated in the New Testament too. The
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus followers at
Pentecost, in Acts 2, is celebrated by many of us as the birthdate of
The Church. The original celebration of Pentecost happened during
the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which happens 50 days after the first fruits
of the harvest are presented in the temples.
On October 5th we celebrate 50 years since the very beginning of the
United Reformed Church. It’s a time to rejoice that as God’s children
we are redeemed, that we are blessed with the Spirit and that we are
still God’s church, born out of Pentecost. For us locally, we will
celebrate at St Andrew’s in worship on Sunday 2 October and
together as the Leeds URC Partnership on the actual day of the
5 October. Look on the URC website to find out what else is happening:
https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/
On our 50th birthday, as we celebrate our Jubilee, we give thanks that
we are still United, still Reforming and always God’s Church here on
earth!
Happy Jubilee everybody!
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Pastoral News as of 26 September 2022
t

Congratulations to:
Rev Dr Nicola Robinson on her Ordination and Induction to the Leeds
United Reformed Church Partnership at Christ Church Halton
Catherine Widdowson, Mary Herbert’s daughter, on winning several
prizes at the Adel Horticultural Show on 3 September: a silver salver
trophy for the 3 year running, a tankard and a silver cup
rd

Madge Burton on celebrating her 100 birthday on 7 September in
Leeds although Madge now lives with her family in Warminster
th

Jill and Brian Marston on their Golden Wedding Anniversary on
9 September
Pam and John Hodgson’s grandson Joe who married Pip on
10 September
Hannah and Alisdair Telfer on the birth of Xander Stewart Telfer on
15 September, a 3rd grandchild for Sheila Telfer
Gina and Ned on the birth of baby Alara Taylor, a sister for Isaac and a
granddaughter for John and Viva Baillie on 16 September
Rev Clare Davison on her Induction to the South Lincolnshire
Resource Area Churches at a service in Peterborough on
18 September

Front cover photograph taken by Jane Bunyan in Dunbar and
used with permission
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Unwell in recent weeks or convalescing after
being unwell or in hospital:
Jo Allen, Jean Henderson, Jessica Isherwood (a former member of
St Andrew’s now living in Northumberland), Anne Lintott’s son
Francis, Brian Marston, Carol Parfitt and Barbara Siddall
We remember Colin McIlwain who currently is walking the Santiago
de Compostela Walk in northern Spain with a couple of friends. This
is a pilgrimage route of St James about 500 miles altogether.

We praise and thank you Lord, for the world you
have created. We see the leaves changing colour
and falling from the trees as autumn approaches.
Thank you Lord for the precious gift of life you have
given to each of us. Forgive us when we are too
busy and take everything for granted and do not
take the time to look around and appreciate your
great work.
Amen
As many people know, our church flowers every week are given
by people who wish to remember family members or friends.
The following dates have been given by
June 26 Lorraine Mehotra, in memory of her family
July 10 Pam Hodgson, remembering her mother
July 17 Sheila Hartley, cherishing family thoughts
July 24 Mary Herbert, to celebrate Bryan’s birthday
August 7 Viva and John Baillie, in memory of Viva’s mum, Sonia
Bolster
August 14 Karen Lamb, for Keith, on what would have been their
Ruby Wedding Anniversary
August 21 Ellen Peel to remember Denis, on what would have been
his 100th birthday
August 28 Pam Hodgson, remembering our beloved Mandy
September 4 Barbara Siddall, in memory of dad and Bena, on their
Wedding Anniversary.
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Prayer for
Change

printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

Eternal God,
We live in uncertain and challenging times, but we give thanks for
the life and service of our late Queen, Elizabeth. In her commitment
to her people, her faith in your good purpose and her sense of duty
we have been blessed with stability in a changing world. Beyond
our own country, the nations of the Commonwealth were dear to
her heart, and we thank you for the respect and dignity she gave to
all people.
We thank you for our new King, Charles. We know of his
commitment to the health and well-being not just of our own
country but also our planet and the environment. He has been far
sighted in the warnings he has given over the years. He has
promised that this work and his charitable work with young people
will continue and for this we give thanks. We ask you to strengthen
and bless him as he assumes the responsibilities of the monarch.
Amen

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
edition of St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for
contributions to the November magazine is
20 October please. Articles may be emailed to
magazine@standrews.cc
For handwritten or typed articles please contact the
Editor (Claire Westgarth) - details in the directory
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How well do you know your church?
Part 2. The Good Samaritan Window
On entering the sanctuary via the tower entrance of St Andrew’s one of
the first features that will certainly catch your eye is the large central
window in the chancel with the instantly recognisable figure of The
Good Samaritan. Here, a member of a despised tribe ministers to a
Jewish traveller who has been the victim of a brutal attack. In the
distance can be seen the rapidly retreating figures of a priest and a
Levite, both of whom have declined to help a fellow Jew - clearly in
great need - for fear of religious contamination.
So far, so familiar, but what about the smaller panels at each side? Have
you ever studied them?
The theme of the whole window, which was made by the Leeds firm of
Kayll & Co, is the Merciful Acts, as they are known, as described in
Matthew 25 v 35-40. Five of these are shown here. While the central
figures depict ministering to the sick, on the left hand side we see
someone, possibly Jesus, ‘Feeding the hungry’ in the top right and
‘Welcoming the stranger’ below. On the right hand side we see ‘Giving
drink to the thirsty’ above, and ‘Clothing the naked,’ below. At the foot
of the window is the inscription: ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.’ Below this is:
‘To the Glory of God and in loving memory of James Risk who died 2nd
April 1907. This window is dedicated by his wife, Jessie A. Risk.’ The final
inscription reads: ‘Also of Jessie Ann Dick beloved wife of the above who
died at Roundhay Dec 24th 1933 in her 77th year. “Peace, perfect peace.”
‘
So, what do we know about the donor and the person
memorialised?
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James Risk, a yeast importer, and his wife, Jessie, were Scots who
settled in Leeds, eventually building ‘Oaklands’ in Park Villas. James
played an important role on the Building Committee responsible for
the planning and erection of the church premises, but sadly he died
suddenly on 2nd April 1907, before the foundation stone of the main
church was laid. His widow was invited to ceremonially unlock the
new church at the opening service on 6 October 1908. Jessie
remained a faithful member until her death in 1933. They are buried at
St John’s, Roundhay.
It seems clear that the teachings expressed in the window were
warmly endorsed by the first members of the church as they
welcomed the proposed gift in memory of one of their fellows. Its
sheer size makes it a prominent feature and a focal point. For this
reason, when a screen was installed, it was made retractable, and by
popular request it was drawn up when not needed and especially
during Communion.
Times
change
and
nowadays the screen
appears to remain down
much of the time.
Nevertheless, the Good
Samaritan window is still
there. Its message still
calls us all to consider our
response
to
its
challenges, especially in
the forthcoming winter
when many will be in
need.

Gillian Figures
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Advent calendars AND
fund raising for our
Christmas charities
Do you struggle to find good old fashioned Advent calendars with
nothing behind the doors except a picture?
Well look no further! Rachel Lowe is an independent partner with
Flamingo Paperie and has a wide range of Advent calendars for sale.
With a variety of sizes, themes and prices ranging from £3 to £9. Some are
even 3D, with slot in characters. The range includes 3 different Nativity
calendars.
Ask Rachel for more details and a copy of her catalogue which also
contains greetings cards for all occasions, notelets, gift wrap and tags,
paper crafts, colouring items, and lots of Christmassy things!!
Rachel donates 50% of all her profits from St Andrew’s customers to
our Christmas charities and has raised £118.00 since last September.
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Leeds Gilbert and Sullivan Society
presents

TRIAL BY JURY
and a few snippets
from the G&S repertoire

S Andre

s, Roundhay

Saturday 8th October
7.30 pm

Tickets £10
On line: Ticketsource.co.uk/leedsgands.org
OR
Email: janet.johnston@leedsgands.org.uk
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After many false starts, I actually made it to “The Clock Tower Cafe.”
I enjoyed a lovely 2 hours, chatting amongst friends, with a pot of tea,
and an enticing choice of cakes or toasted tea cake.
So, a BIG, THANK YOU to the “Staff “ for the warm welcome, and all their
hard work, in making it such an enjoyable morning.
THANK YOU TO ALL

Pat Walkden
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Talking Climate Jus0ce Tour: Leeds
Thu, 17 Nov 2022, 19:30
Holy Trinity Church Boar Lane Leeds LS1 6HW

Join us and be part of powerful change making climate
conversa0ons
This decade is cri>cal for ac>on on the climate crisis that
exacerbates poverty. Be moved into ac>on as you were over
apartheid and unpayable debt!
See the Gaia installa>on there, to reﬂect on the beauty and
fragility of crea>on and grapple with the challenges of poverty
and the climate crisis.
Join Patrick WaA CEO of Chris>an Aid in conversa>on
By

Chris>an Aid Campaigns

hQps://www.chris>anaid.org.uk/campaigns/talking-climate-jus>ce-tour
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HARVEST TEA 2022
The last weekend in September has come to be synonymous not just
with Church Parade and Harvest Worship Celebration but also with our
Harvest Tea for the more senior folk in our congregation. And so it was
on Saturday 24 September, a sunny afternoon with the trees starting to
shed their leaves, that we gathered in the Memorial Hall.
There was a smaller number of guests than on some occasions but that
did not mean less chattering and laughter. The quiz with a Leeds theme
was as ever popular, with some being more competitive than others of
course. Joint winners meant there had to be tie-break question which
was when is the actual date of the 50 Anniversary of the United
Reformed Church? The answer is Wednesday 5 October which is
described in the URC diaries as the 50 Anniversary of the Uniting
Assembly of the URC.
th

th

Food prepared earlier by some members of the Pastoral Care Group was
enjoyed with the most popular sandwich choice, as usual, being the date
and cream cheese! Scones with jam and cream and delicious
home-made cakes were also enjoyed by our guests.
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We decided on in-house entertainment this
year and lusty singing to favourite, well-known
harvest hymns with a few good singers to lead
us meant we did not miss a piano
accompaniment.
All too soon, the “chauffeurs” arrived to take
people home but we give thanks for a happy time
of fellowship and food.

Sheana Dudley
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Do you have anything to share
on these pages? The deadline
for the November magazine is
20th October please

Congratulations to guides Charlotte,
Annabel and Lexi who completed their
guide gold awards over the summer
holidays which were presented at camp
and to brownie Sophie who completed her
Brownie gold award this week. They are all
the first ones in the units to have
completed the highest section awards.
Sophie’s was presented at the same time
ass apprximately 70 members from
4th Roundhay brownies, 6th Roundhay
guides and 2nd Roundhay rangers jointly
renewed their promise marking the start of
commitment to develop King and
Community, something it will take a while
to get used to saying.

Jane Bunyan
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The
beautiful
bench
outside the front of the
church donated by the
Hartley family in memory
of Owen,
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ADVANCE WARNING
Due to my holiday dates, the
December/January magazine will
not be published until the
2nd Sunday of December.
Please bear this in mind if you wish
to submit an item relating to the 1st 2 weeks in
December and consider sending it to me for
inclusion in the November issue - closing date
30 October.

Prayer Times
Tuesday Evening Prayer Time
7 for 7.15pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 892 9702 1135
Passcode: 973783
Thursday Morning Prayer Time
9.15 - 10am via Zoom
Meeting ID: 827 1953 9585
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Talk by Jeff Halper given on Monday
5 September 2022:
“Palestine/Israel: It’s time for One Democratic State.”
On 5 September we went for a talk by Jeff Halper. We thought it would
be about home demolitions, which he has campaigned against for
years. However, it was quite different. He said that we must stop
thinking of the Israeli-Palestinian situation as a conflict.
His talk explored how the concept of settler colonialism provided a
clearer understanding of the Zionist movement's project to establish
a Jewish state in Palestine, displacing the Palestinian Arab population
and marginalising its cultural presence, as had happened to the
American Indians in North America.
Jeff Halper argued that the only way out of a colonial situation is
decolonization: the dismantling of Zionist structures of domination
and control and their replacement by a single democratic state, in
which Palestinians and Israeli Jews would forge a new civil society and
a shared political community. It remains to be seen how this could be
achieved.

Pam Freeman
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Children of the URC
During the Children and Youth Committee presentation at this year’s
General Assembly, people were asked to find the picture of a URC
child under their seat and pray for that child throughout the year. I was
attending virtually so I asked to be sent a child for our church to pray
for. I was sent 2 different children, I introduce to you Bethany and
Olivia. Please hold these children in for prayers

Claire Westgarth
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Worship Dates
October
Sunday 2

10.30am

Saturday 8
Sunday 9

3.30-5.30
10.30am

Sunday 16

6.30pm
10.30am

Sunday 23
Sunday 30

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Family Worship and Holy
Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Messy Church
Family Worship
Rev Dr Rosalind Selby
Reﬂective Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Cafe Style Worship
Rev Tim Lowe & The Worship Group
Family Worship
Sheila Telfer
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Ecumenical Evening Service
St Andrew’s

November
Sunday 6

10.30am

Saturday 12 3.30-5.30
Sunday 13 10.30am
6.30pm
Sunday 20
Sunday 27
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10.30am
10.30am

Family Worship and Holy
Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Messy Church
Remembrance Parade Service
Rev Tim Lowe & Worship Group
Reﬂective Evening Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Advent Family Worship
Mark Grant
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USEFUL INFORMATION
SCOUTING
Stephen Welburn
GUIDING
Jane Murray (Guide Leader)
CHILDREN & FAMILY WORK
TODDLERS GROUP
Sheila Hartley
BADMINTON & TABLE TENNIS
Jill Marston
BRIDGE CLUB
Max Dudley
RoCo
Mary Shalvey
ROOM BOOKINGS
bookings@standrews.cc
INDOOR BOWLS
Anna Sweeney
STUDENT CONTACT
Claire Westgarth
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Elaine Weston
Asst. SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Eileen Belverstone

07954 184 521
212 0279
info@standrews.cc

sheila.hartley@ntlworld.com
jillmarston@hotmail.com

237 0389
m.shalvey@btopenworld.com

07584 269535

228 9141

claire2207@icloud.com

07565 807907
richardbelverstone@hotmail.co.uk
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Views expressed by groups and individuals in this
magazine are personal and do not necessarily reflect the
official policy of the United Reformed Church, St Andrew’s
Roundhay United Reformed Church, or any member of the
editorial team.

