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Worship Dates
November
Sunday 6

10.30am

Saturday 12 3.30-5.30
Sunday 13 10.30am
6.30pm
Sunday 20
Sunday 27

10.30am
10.30am

Tuesday 29 7pm

Family Worship and Holy
Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Messy Church
Remembrance Parade Service
Rev Tim Lowe & Worship Group
Reﬂective Evening Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Advent Family Worship
Mark Grant
Candlelit Service of Remembrance
Rev Tim Lowe

December
Sunday 4

10.30am

Saturday 19 3.30-5.30
Sunday 11 10.30am
Sunday 18

6.30pm
10.30am
4.00pm

Saturday 24 3pm
11-30pm
Sunday 25

9.30am

Family Worship and Holy
Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Messy Church
Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
Carol Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Festival Service
Rev Tim Lowe
and The Worship Group
Christingle Service
Rev Tim Lowe
and The Worship Group
Crib Service.
Rev Tim Lowe
Midnight Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
Christmas Day Celebration
Rev Tim Lowe
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“Oh!
Christmas tree!”
Now, before you think I’m mentioning the ‘C word’
way too early, you do realise that there are only
three more Sundays before the start of Advent?
The Christmas tree has become a central part of
our Christmas celebrations. St Andrew’s Advent
worship and Christmas charity appeal theme for
2022 is being grown around the Christmas tree.
As well as our big community Christmas Tree
Festival being held from the 11-18 December, we
will be telling the story of The Jesse Tree together
throughout Advent, as we anticipate the much
needed joy of the Christmas season in the midst
of these ﬁnancially foreboding times. Starting
with Matthew 1.1-17, we’ll discover that the
genealogy (family tree) of Jesus throws up a few
surprises, helping us to realise that God walked
closer to humanity than we ever imagined,
through the streets of Bethlehem and out into the
world.
So, like a tree, a child-like God grows in our lives,
our homes, our church, across Leeds, Kenya,
South India, Israel and Palestine. This year we’re
glad to be able to support Simon on the Streets
as our 4th charity. At a time of year when our
thoughts are focused on a family who had to
leave their roots behind them 2000 years ago, we
give thanks that Simon on the Streets supports
those who are homeless and most vulnerable in
Leeds, Bradford and Kirklees today.

4

November 2022

Sadly this will be the last year that we will be
supporting KOST in Kenya, due to massive
changes made by the government there meaning
that orphanages will cease to exist. And so, whilst
we might mourn that the wonderful work grown
up by KOST will have to draw to a close over the
coming year, we give thanks for all the young
lives which have been transformed over many
years by the dedicated team of staﬀ and
volunteers.
Through your ﬁnancial giving this Christmas may
the gifts we place under our trees this year be
ones that make a profound diﬀerence to the lives
of those who are most in need this Christmas
time. But may our lives also be oﬀered as a gift
this year, as we give of ourselves though our time
and love and faith, telling our own story of how
God born amongst the branches of our own
humanity changes our lives in very real ways.
So, sprinkle yourself with glitter, wrap yourself in
shiny paper, tie a big red bow around yourself and
climb under the tree to become the gift that
someone else has always wanted!
You can be Christmas, all wrapped up!
God bless you!
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Pastoral News

as of 25 October 2022

Congratulations to:
Claire Fearn on becoming engaged to Jon Cole on 18 September.
Claire is Carol and Simon’s second child
Colin McIlwain on completing the Santiago de Compostela Walk in
northern Spain with a couple of friends
Freya Jackson, our church administrator, who has achieved a Level 1
Qualification in Immigration Law. This will mean she will be able to
offer advice in her work with PAFRAS

Unwell in recent weeks or convalescing after being
unwell or in hospital:
David Coggon (Malcolm’s eldest brother),
Anne Lintott’s son Francis,
Brian Marston
Zaki Samwiil

Sadly missed:
Garth Dales

Dear Lord,
Thank you for our friends and family near and far. We
give thanks for the technology which enables us to
stay in touch more easily. Bless all the people who
work in the caring profession – doctors, nurses and
carers. May they be given strength to cope in difficult
situations.
Amen
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Prayer for
Change

printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

Almighty God, this month we remember those killed and injured
in the two World Wars of the 20th Century as well as those of
more recent conflicts. We also remember the bereaved from
those conflicts, those made homeless and the children left
without parents. We despair at the destruction we still see in our
world as a result of current conflicts and the suffering of so
many.
As we prepare for the season of Advent and the coming of
Christmas we are reminded of the coming of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace:
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests on his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Councillor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:9).
God, we pray that the spirit of Jesus will make itself felt in our
world and that there may be peace on earth.
Amen
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How well do you know your church?
Part 3 The children’s bricks
St Andrew’s Roundhay has recognised the importance of work with
children and young people from its very beginning. Throughout its one
hundred and twenty years of existence the church has maintained an
impressive record of service in this field, provided by many dedicated
people who firmly believed that to nurture young people in the faith
was to give them a secure foundation for life. The leaders of the
organisations have sought to impart a knowledge of the Bible and its
teachings; establish a moral code of conduct; and encourage the
concept of service to others.
It is this work, enlarged and refined over time, which enabled the church
to go from strength to strength and survive where other churches
declined. The pandemic has left a large hole in this work and it will take
much determination and dedication to recover the lost ground.
This splendid photograph of the
children and teachers was taken
in 1904 before they departed for
the first Sunday School outing. As
you can see, they are gathered
on the steps outside the door to
the hall. This was the main
entrance to the School Church.
The minister, Sydney Laver, can
be seen in a flat cap.
A few years later, when the main church was under construction, many
of these children participated in a significant event known as The
Children’s Demonstration. Frederic Morrish, the Sunday School
superintendent at the time, was determined that the children should be
seen and valued as a vital part of the church community. To this end, in
January 1908, he challenged them to try to collect one guinea each
towards the new church by June. On Saturday 12 September a special
event was organised for those who had succeeded. They took part in
formally
laying a numbered brick with their initials stamped in it.
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As a memento of the occasion Mr Watson, one of the members,
presented each child with the wooden mallet (donated by him) which
they had used to lay their brick. Each mallet had a silver shield with the
words ‘Roundhay Congregational Church memorial brick presented by
(child’s name) 12 September 1908.’ Several of these mallets can now be
seen in the display cabinet.
The bricks were laid in the porch
of what was then the main
entrance to the sanctuary and the
panelling made to open so as to
reveal them. This entrance is now
mainly used for funerals.
The following children laid bricks:

Do make an opportunity to go and open the panelling to reveal this
permanent record of the importance the church placed on its children

Gillian Figures.
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St Andrew’s Roundhay United
Reformed Church – Christmas
Appeal 2022
‘Oh Christmas tree!’
With the launch of this year's Christmas Appeal fast approaching
the champions of each charity have written an article telling us
some of the ways their charity helps others.
We hope you can join us at the 10.30am family worship service on
the 20th November where we will launch the appeal and hear a bit
more from each champion about how the money raised from the
appeal will help their charity.
KOST
The Sylvia Wright Trust
Commitment for Life
Simon on the Street
The Gift Service will be held on Sunday 11th December at the 10.30
family worship service when your financial gifts can be given.
However, all money donated to St Andrew's during the advent
period will be given to the four charities. There are a number of
other ways you can donate to the appeal and they are;
Online or internet banking,
Via text message,
Through the JustGiving website,
A donation in an appeal envelope that can be found at the
entrance to church
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you need any
further information about the appeal.

Veronica Hood
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Simon on the Streets - 'Providing hope
for those without a voice'
Having started in Leeds in 1999 as an
offshoot of the Simon community based in
London (a community of homeless people
and volunteers living and working together in a spirit of acceptance,
tolerance and understanding), the organisation has now expanded to
deliver support in Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield. The outreach
approach used to support rough sleepers allowed the charity to build
up trusting relationships with people who were not accessing other
services and it has continued to do so ever since. Our core mission is to
deliver outreach on the streets to the homeless community and to
those that are most vulnerable through emotional and practical
support. We receive no statutory funding, with all our income coming
from public or corporate donations. This independent funding means
we can flex our service delivery to meet the needs of every individual
we engage with, in whatever form and however long that may take.
Unfortunately, our service is needed now more than ever with more
than 274,000 people homeless in England right now. We are working
in partnership with a wide range of support services that are available
in Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield to tackle these issues, our
Outreach workers on the streets being the first point of call for most
clients. Working closely with substance misuse services and mental
health provision is key as many individuals haveundergone some form
of trauma at an early stage in their life which has led to their present
situation.
We continue to look at innovative ways to support our clients and our
commitment to engaging those vulnerable and homeless individuals in
our community is our motivation and supporting them to achieve their
goals and aspirations is our measure of success.
We deliver our outreach during the day, but also in the evening and in
the early hours of the morning when many of the most vulnerable are
struggling, especially in the Winter months.
Fay Richardson
Simon on the Street
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KOST has worked in Kenya since 1995 but

very sadly, 2023 will be the
final year of our work there. This follows the Kenyan government’s
decision to close all children’s homes; ‘to remove orphaned and
vulnerable children from children’s homes and orphanages and
transition them to family and community-based care’.
KOST Children’s Home has provided good care and support to those in
most need and has been a very good role model for others during the
time it has been in existence. The staff there have worked tirelessly for
the benefit of the children, providing a safe place to live where children
can thrive in a good and stable environment. Working in an area where
poverty and diseases such as malaria and HIV/AIDS are commonplace,
KOST has lifted children out of poverty through its work and set them
onto a stable footing for the future. Several now in their twenties are
qualified, working professionals. We wish the final year of our work to
give as many opportunities as possible to the younger ones still in KOST’s
care before we have to close.
The prime focus in our final year will be to provide continuing good care
to all the children while trying to establish the best way forward for them.
It will be difficult. Kenya’s cost of living is ever rising, particularly for food,
but the children still need to be fed, clothed and have their educational
needs funded. In January 2023 Kenya is changing its education system
and this will now include a middle tier of ‘Junior Secondary School’.
Several children will leave the home and embark on this new path, while
for KOST this means funding the new places, where fees and additional
educational resources will be needed. The youngest KOST children will
continue to live at the children’s home during 2023. It is important that
their happy environment is maintained to the end, until the home closes
its doors in December 2023. They will continue to receive three meals
each day, receive medical care when needed and enjoy the stability of
a structured school day. Older ones will continue their education at
secondary schools where costs are also rising. Extra travel expenses will
be needed throughout the year so that productive meetings with
families and others can take place.
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Undoubtedly, 2023 will be a busy time of change for KOST. We wish for
as smooth a time as possible for everyone while everything fits into
place. There is still much to work through towards the best outcomes
for the children. Their welfare is paramount, and we care also for the
staff who have families of their own to support.
Gifts from the appeal will be used to maintain stability for the children
in all the good ways they have known in the past, as well as working
towards best final outcomes after we finally depart Kenya. Thank you
St. Andrew’s for your long and unstinting support.

Commitment for Life
Commitment for Life, works through Christian Aid in Bangladesh.
Israel/Palestine and Zimbabwe. St. Andrew’s has chosen to support
their work in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Christian Aid say, ”Our partners work across Israel and the occupied
Palestinian territory (OPT), (which means Gaza and the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem). In Israel we support work that protects
the rights of Palestinian citizens of Israel. In OPT we support the
most vulnerable and marginalised people at risk. Our partners are
leading Palestinian and Israeli organisations striving to promote
justice for a sustainable peace
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Sylvia Wright Trust
The Trust is a registered charity which supports the work of Sylvia
Wright in the Indian State of Tamil Nadu. Sylvia, a nurse from Leeds
in the UK, sold her home and possessions in 1982. She has worked
for four decades with children who have disabilities and people
needing hospital treatment in a very poor area of India.
She set up and managed a residential school for 200 children who
have hearing impairments, a day centre for 80 children with
disabilities, a nursing college for 120 students as well as running
many community health projects. She also established a hospital which
was transferred to a group of Indian doctors in 2017.
Sylvia's inspiring work has improved the lives of thousands of people.

Dear Friends
In the last two years we have dealt with events we could never have
imagined but the Indian vaccination drive is reducing infection and
some sort of normality resumes.
I will be 84 in January. After much prayer, preparation and a lengthy
selection process, I am handing over the leadership and
administration of all our projects to a highly effective, experienced

and caring leader of charitable projects for the disabled here
in India Mr P. John Rajkumar will take over as Chief Executive from
January,though I will remain to advise. This change of leadership
will ensure that your hard work and generosity continue to benefit
those still in great need.
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a New Year of health and
happiness . God bless you all.

Sylvia
14
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Advent calendars AND
fund raising for our
Christmas charities
Do you struggle to find good old fashioned Advent calendars with
nothing behind the doors except a picture?
Well look no further! Rachel Lowe is an independent partner with
Flamingo Paperie and has a wide range of Advent calendars for sale.
With a variety of sizes, themes and prices ranging from £3 to £9. Some are
even 3D, with slot in characters. The range includes 3 different Nativity
calendars.
Ask Rachel for more details and a copy of her catalogue which also
contains greetings cards for all occasions, notelets, gift wrap and tags,
paper crafts, colouring items, and lots of Christmassy things!!
Rachel donates 50% of all her profits from St Andrew’s customers to
our Christmas charities and has raised £118.00 since last September.
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Talking Climate Jus0ce Tour: Leeds
Thu, 17 Nov 2022, 19:30
Holy Trinity Church Boar Lane Leeds LS1 6HW

Join us and be part of powerful change making climate
conversa0ons
This decade is cri>cal for ac>on on the climate crisis that
exacerbates poverty. Be moved into ac>on as you were over
apartheid and unpayable debt!
See the Gaia installa>on there, to reﬂect on the beauty and
fragility of crea>on and grapple with the challenges of poverty
and the climate crisis.
Join Patrick WaA CEO of Chris>an Aid in conversa>on
By

Chris>an Aid Campaigns

hQps://www.chris>anaid.org.uk/campaigns/talking-climate-jus>ce-tour
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Due to my holiday dates,
the December magazine
will not be published until
11 December

Ann Moore was presented with a
certificate celebrating 50 years of
membership

Christmas Church Lunch 2022
Sunday 11th December
The last chance to buy tickets for St Andrew’s delicious three
course Christmas lunch will be after the morning service on
Sunday 4th December.
Tickets are £12 each
and we now accept payment by card, cash or cheque.
Tickets for children under 10 years of age are £6.
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Christmas Card Sort and Make a
Christingle Morning
On Saturday 17 December from 11am-1pm there will be an
opportunity to bring your Christmas cards for regular attenders at
St Andrew’s and leave them in named boxes. At the same time you
are also invited to come and make a Christingle. This has proved a
popular event in recent years giving you an opportunity to make
one or more Christingles and chat to friends as you do so.
Refreshments, including bacon sandwiches, will be available.
Further details will be available on the notice sheet nearer the time
and also in the December magazine, but please make a note of the
date and time so you can come and get into the Christmas spirit.

Sheila Telfer

if you would like to put a SHORT Christmas Greeting in the
December magazine in lieu of sending christmas cards please
email to magazine@standrews.cc by 1st December

Front cover photograph taken by Claire Westgarth at the
Cenotaph in Leeds
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Christmas Tree Festival
Monday 12 Dec -Saturday 17 Dec 12.00-4.30
You may well have heard rumours about this Christmas Tree Event in
the main church sanctuary. We are hoping that many people will come
and see all the beautifully decorated trees, enjoy the singing, stay a
little longer and have some refreshments.
Please can you help?
These are some of the jobs:
Baking - If you would like to make a tray bake, biscuits, lemon drizzle
loaf, fruit tea loaf, cupcakes, fruit cake or fresh scones. These are only
suggestions.
Serving drinks, cakes etc for 2 hrs between 12.00 and 4.30
Clearing tables, welcoming guests, and being helpful to our guests
Please get in touch with me by email, telephone or just speak to me in
the next few weeks so I can add your name to my volunteer baking rota
and/or serving rota.

Hilary Owens
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
edition of St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for
contributions to the December magazine is
20 November please. Articles may be emailed to
magazine@standrews.cc
For handwritten or typed articles please contact the
Editor (Claire Westgarth) - details in the directory
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TheNovember
Singing for2022
Pleasure Group invites you to

Everyone welcome!

Wednesday December 14th 2:00-3:30pm
at St Andrew s Roundhay, Shaftesbury Avenue
Café open

22

Part of the Christmas Tree Festival at
St Andrew s Roundhay
Email: admin@standrews.cc for more information
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USEFUL INFORMATION
SCOUTING
Stephen Welburn
GUIDING
Jane Murray (Guide Leader)
CHILDREN & FAMILY WORK
TODDLERS GROUP
Sheila Hartley
BADMINTON & TABLE TENNIS
Jill Marston
BRIDGE CLUB
Max Dudley
RoCo
Mary Shalvey
ROOM BOOKINGS
bookings@standrews.cc
INDOOR BOWLS
Anna Sweeney
STUDENT CONTACT
Claire Westgarth
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Elaine Weston
Asst. SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Eileen Belverstone

07954 184 521
212 0279
info@standrews.cc

sheila.hartley@ntlworld.com
jillmarston@hotmail.com

237 0389
m.shalvey@btopenworld.com

07584 269535

228 9141

claire2207@icloud.com

07565 807907
richardbelverstone@hotmail.co.uk
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Views expressed by groups and individuals in this
magazine are personal and do not necessarily reflect the
official policy of the United Reformed Church, St Andrew’s
Roundhay United Reformed Church, or any member of the
editorial team.

